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by Mychael Schnell 
At George W. Hewlett High School 

there are a myriad of clubs students can take 
part in: Stock Market Club, Robotics, Art Club, 
and sports teams just to name a few. However, 
one unique club that is becoming increasingly 
popular among students is Distributive Educa-
tion Clubs of America (DECA). DECA, which 
is dedicated to educating emerging entrepre-
neurs and business leaders, is a leading club 
among many schools and universities across 
the world. In Hewlett, DECA is becoming 
increasingly popular, especially because of its 
immense success in the past few years.

Each year, DECA club members partici-
pate in a regional competition. On Jan. 7, under 
the leadership of club advisors Molly Henck 
and Caitlin Rubin, many students traveled to 
Freeport High School to represent Hewlett at 
the competition. After a long day of intense 
role-play presentations on topics including 
hospitality services, business finance, financial 
literacy and food marketing, Hewlett had 20 
victorious students who will move forward to 
the state competition. Munij Adnan ’19, Jack 
Hoffman ’20, Ben Rapp ’18, Rom Raviv ’18, 
Shelby Love ’18, Lawrence Froymovich ’20, 
Louis Halpern ’18, James Verschleiser ’18, 
Erin Schechter ’17, Samantha Stern ’17, Jake 
Zeidman ’17, Shirley Leshem ’19, Sydney 
Feldman ’18, Lindsay Cohn ’17, Ben Simens 
’19, Mitchell Shentov ’20, Gabby Barnes ’18, 
Eliana Berger ’18, Alex May ’17 and Harrison 
Poutre ’17 will all advance to the state compe-

by Sammy Stern
“I do solemnly swear that I will faith-

fully execute the office of President of the 
United States and will to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States. So help me God.”

With these famous words and his left 
hand on both the Lincoln Bible and his family’s 
bible, Donald J. Trump was officially sworn in 
as the 45th President of the United States on 
Friday, Jan. 20 at the 58th Presidential Inau-
guration in Washington, D.C. Shortly before, \
Michael R. Pence of Indiana was sworn in as 
the 48th Vice President of the United States. 

The theme of this year’s Presidential 
Inauguration was “Uniquely American.” This 
signifies the symbolic nature of the event: 
While ceremonial, this day marks the peace-
ful transition of power between presidential 
administrations, which represents the unity 
of the nation with respect to the Constitution.

This peaceful transition of power was 
coupled with parting words from Former 
President Barack Obama.

“It’s been the honor of my life to serve 
you,” Obama said. “You made me a better 
leader and a better man.”

Many traditions are followed for this im-
portant event, and this year was no exception. 
The morning of the Inauguration, President 
Trump attended church services at Saint John’s 
Church, across the street from the White House, 
with his family and Vice President Pence.

Following church services, President 
Trump and his wife, First Lady Melania Trump, 
attended a tea reception at the White House 
with the Obamas. President Trump then trav-
eled to the U.S.Capitol for the big ceremony.

As per tradition, the former U.S. Presi-
dents and their wives attended the Inauguration, 
with the exception of George H. W. Bush and 
his wife, Barbara Bush, who were both hospi-
talized in Texas due to illnesses. In addition, the 
justices to the Supreme Court and prominent 
members of Congress were in attendance.         

In his Inaugural Address, President 
Trump stressed that his Inauguration repre-
sented the return of power to the American 
people, stressing “America First.”

“You will never be ignored 
again,” President Trump said. 
“Your voice, y o u r  h o p e s 
and your dreams will 
d e f i n e our American 
destiny. And your 
courage a n d 
g o o d -
ness and l o v e 
will forever g u i d e 
us along the way.”  

Following the ceremony, the Trump 
family and the Pence family attended the 
Inaugural Parade down Pennsylvania Avenue 
to the White House. The Inaugural Parade is 
a tradition that dates back to George Wash-
ington, in which Presidents’ motorcade leads 
the parade. When the President gets to the end 
of the route, he steps out and watches the rest 
of the parade pass. In a custom dating back to 
former President Carter, President Trump and 
Vice President Pence, along with their families, 
walked some of the parade route to wave to 
supporters who gathered along the sides.

But the day was not without protests 
and controversies. About 217 people were ar-
rested in Washington on Jan. 20 after protests 

became violent; there were shattered glass 
storefront windows cars set on fire. Six police 
officers were injured. Additional anti-Trump 
demonstrations took place in cities across the 
world. However, not all protests were violent, 
as many peaceful protests took place as well.

The biggest controversy of the day was 
the size of the crowd at the Inauguration. On 
Jan. 21, a day after the Inauguration, President 
Trump blasted the media for their coverage 
of the Inauguration when he spoke at the CIA 
headquarters. President Trump claimed that 
the crowd “looked like a million-and-a-half 
people” and “went all the way back to the 
Washington Monument.” He believed the 
media unfairly represented the size of the crowd 
in attendance of the Inauguration. Later in the 
day, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer 
defended President Trump’s remarks.

After photos of the crowd seemingly 
invalidated President Trump’s argument, Spicer 
clarified his statements that the number of peo-
ple watching the ceremony on TV, online and 
in person collectively had to be the largest ever.

This controversy led White House coun-
selor Kellyanne Conway to dub Spicer’s report 
on the size of the election as “alternative facts,” 
a phrase that many poked fun of for simply be-
ing another way to say “falsehoods.”

Despite controversies, President Trump 
aimed to instill confidence in the American 
public in his new administration.

“Together, we will make America strong 
again,” President Trump said in his Inaugural 
address. “We will make America wealthy again. 
We will make America proud again. We will 
make America safe again. And yes, together, 
we will make America great again.”

ticipate in role play competitions. However, 
Jablon, a dedicated member of DECA, decided 
to take on the challenge of participating in the 
Entrepreneurship-Innovation Plan competi-
tion. In this category, students have to create 
a product and try to convince the judges to 
invest in it. After much thought and research 
Jablon decided to create New Cola, a unique 
cola flavored beverage. However, the product 
is not a form of soda--in fact, it is a healthy 
alternative. Jablon, who was lucky enough to 
qualify for states, is excited to bring his new 
product to Rochester.

Last year, Leshem had a unique DECA 
experience. Days before the competition 
Leshem learned that she would have to 
compete alone because her partner had an 
athletic commitment the day of the regional 
competition. Just minutes before entering 
the presentation room, after rehearsing solo 
presentations, Leshem learned that she had 
to switch her topic from finance to marketing 
management because of the limited avail-
ability in each category. Despite these great 
challenges, Leshem qualified for states, later 
earning two medals in Rochester, one for top 
ten overall and one for top ten test scores. This 
year, Leshem, who qualified for states in the 
marketing communications category, hopes to 
improve on her great successes from last year.

Congratulations to all students who 
competed in the DECA regional competition, 
and good luck to those who qualified for the 
state competitions.

tition from March 8-10 in Rochester, NY. In 
addition, Adam Jablon ’17 directly advances 
to the state competition with his project in the 
Entrepreneurship-Innovation Plan category.

At the regional event, Stern and Schech-
ter competed in the Hospitality Team Decision 
Making category. Last year, the girls were vic-
torious at the regional competition, and moved 
onto states in Rochester. Unfortunately, they 
did not advance to nationals. This year, deter-
mined to make it to nationals, the girls prac-

ticed their public speaking skills and studied 
past prompts to prepare for their presentation. 
The team was given a prompt asking them to 
create a business plan for a hotel that recently 
lost many of its customers. After a 30 minute 
planning period, the girls made a 10 minute 
presentation in front of a panel of judges where 
they explained their plan and answered a vari-
ety of questions. The girls were excited when 
they found out they advanced to the next level.

“I am very excited to be advancing to 
the state level again,” Schechter said. “Sammy 
and I placed top 10 last year out of everyone 
in our category at states and we are hoping to 
advance to nationals this year.”

In Hewlett DECA, most students par-
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editorial

A t  G e o r g e  W . 
Hewlett High School, the 
upcoming spring season 
means a lot more than just 
a new set of sports and 

a change in the weather. 
This new season begins 
with a spirit  week that 
includes hallway decorat-
ing, t-shirt designing and 
dressing up. The week will 
end with a fun night filled 
with sports, dance and, 
not to forget, the academic 
bowl. Unfortunately, not 
all of Hewlett’s students 
participate in these excit-
ing upcoming events. It is 
the lack of school spirit 
that dims our spirit week, 
abandons our decorated 
hallways, leaves t-shirts 
unso ld ,  keeps  s ign-up 
sheets nameless and des-
erts bleachers.

Each day of Spirit 
Week is marked with a 
different  theme, which 
often alternates each  year: 
pajama day, sports night 
theme day, American day, 
spirit day, etc. However, 
with the recent decreased 
enthusiasm regarding this 
Hewlett High School tra-
dition, students are only 
participating in the fes-
tivities that are relatively 
simple. These students, 
such as  those who opt 
to participate in pajama 

Keeping the Bulldog pride Alive
day exclusively because 
of its simplicity or those 
who disregard the week 
entirely, fail to recognize 
the fun of Spirit Week and 
Sports Night, which is the 
main intent of the events.

Sports Night is sup-
posed to be a night where 
grades can unite and par-
take in friendly competi-
t ions against  the other 
grades. It is planned in a 
way where each student 
can participate in activi-
ties that they excel in and 
enjoy. The activities in-
clude a grade dance, the 
academic bowl and sports 
such as volleyball, hockey 
and tug of war. It is diffi-
cult to find a reason why 
many students do not want 
to attend this specially 
planned event.

The attendance gaps 
at these events have been 
fair ly predictable.  The 
freshman and senior class-
es tend to have the highest 
attendance because the 
night is either a first or a 
last sports night. It is the 
sophomores and juniors, 
however, that typically 
have low attendance. Just 
last year, there were over 
leftover 50 t-shirts from 
the junior  c lass  a lone, 
proving that there were 
many students who failed 
to attend. 

This March, Sports 
N i g h t  t a k e s  a  d i f f e r -
ent  turn…and becomes 

Sports Afternoon. Unlike 
pas t  years ,  th is  year ’s 
Sports Night will begin at 
4:00 p.m. With this time 
change, the administration 
hopes that the attendance 
of  underc lassmen who 
cannot drive will increase 
because they do not need 
to arrange transportation 
to and from school. How-
ever, regardless of this 
prediction, the actual at-
tendance remains unpre-
dictable. Will seniors still 
attend to grasp their last 
high school memories? 
Will freshmen even bother 
to wait after school for the 
games to begin? Recently, 
based on the views some 
seniors have shared, it is 
seemingly clear that they 
are not thrilled to spend 
their  last  Sports  Night 
in the afternoon. Sports 
Night has always been a 
night that seniors looked 
forward to, but this time 
change may impact the 
attendance of the senior 
class, as some tradition 
of the night is being taken 
away by beginning the 
“night” right after school.

Attendance at sport-
ing events, such as basket-
ball games, swim meets 
and track meets, seem to 
parallel the attendance at 
Sports Night. Students are 
not going out of the way to 
support the Hewlett Bull-
dogs like they used to. In 
past years, the bleachers 

were packed for every bas-
ketball game, while now 
there is only a select group 
of students who attend each 
game to cheer on the their 
classmates and friends. In 
previous years, the calls 
made by the referees and 
announcers were difficult 
to hear because of the loud 
screams coming from the 
crowd; now, there is still 
noise and energy, but it is 
not comparable to the way 
it used to be.

The best way to have 
s tuden ts  a t t end  school 
events  year  round,  and 
make school events stu-
dent-wide once again, is 
to use social media to our 
advantage. Each Hewlett 
team should have a man-
ager or a captain whose job 
is to promote their events 
via Facebook events, an 
Instagram account, Remind 
texts or Twitter notifica-
tions. The halls should be 
filled with, ‘what time is 
the game tonight?!’ instead 
of the constant stress over 
what test is when and what 
homework is due next pe-
riod.

This lack of school 
spirit was seen early in the 
year, specifically at the 
Homecoming Pep Rally 
last October. Due to the 
calendar of  this  school 
year, this year ’s Home-
coming Spirit Week was 
only three days. Ironically, 
while many people were 

quick to complain about 
the  shor t  Spir i t  Week, 
many students stil l  de-
c ided to  d is regard  the 
themed days. 

I t  i s  c o m m o n  t o 
see seniors participating 
in Spirit  Week because 
they know that it is their 
last  t ime participating, 
but the spirit should be 
school-wide. All students 
should want to partici-
pate in the themed days. 
Student Council spends a 
significant amount of time 
carefully planning out a 
spirit week for students to 
enjoy, but some students 
may feel as if they will be 
judged by students who do 
not participate. 

So  why i s  Spor t s 
Night such an important 
event in our school year? It 
is a chance for each grade 
and the school to unite. 
With increasingly busy 
schedules and a wide array 
of class schedules, it is not 
often that the whole grade 
is able to come together 
and enjoy an event. As 
seniors graduate and part 
ways, their four years of 
high school should not 
be  remembered by the 
seemingly endless assign-
ments and difficult cours-
es; instead, they should 
reminisce on the unifying 
spirit and pride they had 
in their school and special 
moments they shared with 
their classmates.

RICK ROYALS, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rroyals@hewlett-woodmere.net

ROSEMARIE SCALFANI, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rscalfani@hewlett-woodmere.net
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you enjoy, and become angular.
Second of all, the ever-increasing 

competitiveness of the admissions process 
is not the fault of colleges. The Internet and 
the Common App have made applying far 
easier and more convenient. Unsurprisingly, 
the number of applications sent by an average 
student has doubled, if not tripled, over the past 
few decades, leading to a steady decline in ac-
ceptance rates. Additionally, we have become 
increasingly reliant on rankings, such as the 
U.S. News and World Report, to gauge an 
institution’s prestige and academic quality. This 
has incentivized colleges to maximize their 
yield and minimize their admit rate (both criti-
cal components in ranking formulas) through 
binding early decision policies: they fill their 
class early, with students guaranteed to attend, 
and can afford to be more selective during the 
regular round. Thus, it has become more dif-
ficult to get into a specific college (though there 
is always early decision for your dream school), 
but — considering that we are applying to far 
more schools than before — easier to get into 
college in general.

Third of all, the process is far more eq-
uitable than most people imagine. Are grades, 
essays and recommendations truly a represen-
tative snapshot of your ability and character? 
They are! The college admissions system is 
far from perfect, but it has been honed and 
perfected over centuries, is executed by highly 
trained officers and is deceptively accurate. 
Chances are, if you were not accepted, then 
either your application was not strong enough, 
or you simply were not a good fit. If you plan 
to major in history, or have an 1100 SAT, you 
will not be accepted into MIT – and rightly so, 
since it is the wrong school for you (of course, 
ultra-selective colleges like MIT experience 
such an overabundance of qualified applicants 
that they reject many who would be a good fit, 
but that is the exception, not the rule). 

It is important to note, however, that 

An In-Depth Look At CoLLege ADmIssIons
equity is not the goal of colleges. Is it “fair” 
that certain underrepresented or sought-after 
groups, such as minorities, legacy students 
and recruited athletes receive preferential 
treatment? Of course not! But life is not always 
fair, and colleges are not obligated to accept 
the “best” applicants and reward academic or 
extracurricular achievement with admission. 
They are private institutions interested in 
furthering their own ends; that often means 
maintaining a strong football team, or keeping 
alumni happy (and donations rolling in) by 
accepting their children. And such inequities 
seldom make or break an admissions decision.

The problem lies not with the colleges, 
but with our own perception of an acceptance 
as an achievement award, or a rejection as a 
personal judgment. In reality, the decision is 
exactly what it claims to be: a statement regard-
ing whether a certain college welcomes you 
to attend, which, though correlated with your 
personal qualities, is subjective and often based 
on factors outside your control. A rejection is 
not necessarily a bad thing: it may spare you 
from four years of misery at a school where 
you do not belong. Your accomplishments and 
character are what they are regardless of what 
an admissions committee believes.

Now, the part you have all been wait-
ing for: whining (or, should I say, constructive 
criticism). How can the college admissions 
process be made more equitable, expedient and 
meritocratic? Ending affirmative action would 
be a big step. The policy is unjust, often illegal 
and creates a lose-lose-lose scenario: the ben-
eficiary is placed in too difficult a program and 
struggles through college, becoming disillu-
sioned and possibly dropping out; another more 
qualified student, who is rejected to make room 
for the first, lands in an insufficiently rigorous 
program and is unable to make the most of the 
college experience; and the university itself 
misses out on a student who could have made 
a greater contribution to its campus. Of course, 

the social justice warriors on the admissions 
committees, more interested in equality than 
equity, would never do away with affirmative 
action, but federal lawmakers certainly can.

However, there is a much bigger prob-
lem afoot, one that has become so ingrained in 
the system that we take it for granted, failing to 
realize its sheer absurdity: the personal essay. I 
can already hear admissions officers, swarm-
ing around me like bees, stinging me for trying 
to “remove the human component.” But that is 
not at all what I am suggesting: character can 
still be inferred from an applicant’s accom-
plishments and recommendations. In fact, the 
personal essay hardly speaks to an applicant’s 
character, for high school students are simply 
incapable of meaningfully exemplifying their 
character in only 650 words. 

College essays do not exist in any other 
country (in most countries, admission is based 
on test scores alone), nor are essays required of 
job applicants by any employer – and for good 
reason. Every year, Johns Hopkins releases 
a list of “essays that worked.” They are not 
profound, revealing or eye opening; rather, 
they are unique, interesting to read and stand 
out in a crowded field. Essentially, the college 
admissions process has become a creative writ-
ing contest. Essays are arbitrary, meaningless 
selection instruments that distract from appli-
cants’ most important qualities and generate 
mounds of meaningless work for both students 
and application readers (especially thanks to the 
perverseness of college-specific supplements).

Affirmative action and personal essays 
are not the only problems with the admissions 
process. Another major criticism is the lack 
of clear standards and transparency. But for 
now, all of these problems are here to stay. So, 
denizens of Hewlett High School: embrace the 
system, with its pros and cons, for everything 
that it truly is, and prepare for the greatest 
ordeal of your lives. May the odds be ever in 
your favor!

by Renee Nakaab
Legs shaking up and down, freshly 

sharpened pencils twirling in your hands and  
insomnia beginning to set in as you sit for an 

exam you barely 
feel ready for on 
Saturday at 8 a.m. 
You try to ignore the 
butterflies in your 
stomach, but you 
know all too well 
that this test may de-
cide your future. As 
high school seniors 
are dotting their ‘i’s 
and crossing their 

‘t’s on their college applications, they can attest 
to how crucial the standardized test grade is to 

their application. 
However, 

the SAT and ACT 
are not the only 
standardized tests 
that flood the lives 

of young students. Even nine-year-old third 
graders have to endure hours upon hours of 
state exams that evaluate their reading, writ-
ing and mathematical abilities. Standardized 
testing is an unnecessary burden imposed on 
teachers and students that needs to end. 

The reason why standardized testing 
even exists is that the tests can objectively 
evaluate student and school performance. In 
addition, standardized testing is said to ensure 
the accountability of teachers in the classroom. 
However, teachers and administrators are any-
thing but in agreement regarding the current 
standardized testing curriculum. 

The Obama administration’s “Race to 
the Top” initiative used student standardized 
test scores to evaluate the effectiveness and 

success of teachers. This method, known as 
“Test and Punish,” bases a teacher’s effec-
tiveness in the classroom on his or her class’ 
performance. It fails to account for various 
outside factors a student might be facing in his 
or her life when taking the test: family crisis, 
poverty, privation and sickness. A student’s 
performance counts for the assessment of his 
or her teacher no matter what. Consequently, 
many administrators believe that standardized 
testing is not an effective method for evaluat-
ing teacher effectiveness.

Henry Braun, professor of education 
and public policy at Boston College, can 
understand how “reasonable [it would be] to 
judge teachers on the basis of their contribu-
tions to student learning. Operationally, this 
means relying on scores obtained from stan-
dardized tests. One of the attractive properties 
of these scores is that they are hard numbers, 
as opposed to other qualities of students that 
we might be interested in documenting, such 
as engagement and enthusiasm, which are 
more difficult to measure.” However, students’ 
enthusiasm and excitement to learn novel and 
exciting information is incredibly important 
and should not continue to be overlooked.

Due to the immense importance of 
standardized testing, teachers are forced to 
“teach to a test.” Instead of allowing students 
to learn, explore and think laterally, teachers 
have no choice but to force students’ creative 
ideas into a box because standardized tests do 
not evaluate creativity. Jonah Lehrer, author of 
“Imagine: How Creativity Works,” writes that 
“[e]very child is born an artist. The problems 
begin once we start to grow up.” He believes 
that, often, children in third through fifth grade 
“conclude that they are not creative, and this 
is in large part because they start to realize 
that their drawing is not quite as pretty as they 

would like, that they can put the brush in the 
wrong place, that their short stories don’t live 
up to their expectations — so they become self-
conscious and self-aware, and then they shut 
themselves down.” Instead of encouraging 
young students to not give up on the arts and 
fostering their creative drives, teachers ignore 
their students’ feelings and continue to drill 
addition and grammar rules to nine-year-olds 
who would much rather be doodling or creat-
ing a fun fairytale. Such suppression continues 
throughout middle school and into high school.

It is important to truly understand how 
standardized tests affect those who take them. 
The primary response to these tests is stress. 
As a junior in high school, I can attest to the 
immense amount of stress created by the 
emphasis on standardized tests. I spend hours 
and hours studying for one test, while I could 
be doing something far more productive with 
my time. Nobody wants to spend a Tuesday 
afternoon practicing ACT math problems, 
but we have no other choice if we want to get 
a good score and therefore end up at a good 
college. Because of tests like the SAT or the 
ACT, high school juniors spend an inordi-
nate amount of time practicing, which takes 
time away from other school work, valuable 
extracurricular activities and much-needed 
relaxation and sleep. 

According to the Department of Educa-
tion’s National Center for Education Statistics, 
the number of high school graduates increased 
24 percent from 1991 to 2004, and the number 
is expected to have grown another 5 percent 
before 2017. Thus, there is an increase in 
competition among applicants who are vying 
for the same seats.  

Standardized tests do not evaluate skills 
necessary in the real world. According to the 
Washington Post, “[c]orporate CEOs complain 

that students aren’t learning the kinds of skills 
needed to succeed in the modern workplace.” 
Some of these necessary skills include creative 
and critical thinking, which are increasingly 
inhibited in the classroom. However, students 
realize that placement exams play a significant 
role in deciding how prosperous their future 
could be. The result is an infamous rise in 
cheating on standardized tests. There have 
been many cases in which people have hired 
others to take the test for them, stolen a copy 
of the test before it was administered or found 
leaked pictures of future questions. If people 
are able to cheat on these tests, it is beyond 
obvious that this system is flawed and needs to 
be dramatically overhauled if new and positive 
results are to be achieved.

Luckily, more and more colleges are 
beginning to understand how flawed the test-
ing system really is and are changing their 
admissions policy to “test optional.” Test 
optional schools give applicants the choice 
of whether or not to send their SAT or ACT 
scores and instead focus their evaluation on 
a student’s GPA, writing samples, personal 
interviews, letters of recommendation and 
evidence of commitment to service or work 
outside of school. These schools understand 
the importance of a well-rounded student and 
help reduce a students’ stress by making it 
known that a score on one test does not reflect 
who you are. 

Although a real pain and time waster, 
standardized testing is something that has been 
around for many decades and will probably 
continue to rear its ugly head for many more 
decades to come. As unfortunate as this is, 
you cannot let the anxiety of the test control 
you. Next time you begin a test, plant both 
feet firmly on the floor, take a deep breath and 
remind yourself that you’ve got this!

A, B, C, D, stAnDArDIzeD testIng Is not for me

by Daniel Kostovetsky
High school has turned into a purgatory. 

Students are thrust into rigorous, uninterest-
ing classes they do not want to take, coerced 
against their will into joining hundreds of 
extracurricular clubs, tortured with hours upon 
hours of mind-wrenching standardized test-

ing, chained and 
whipped as their 
souls are purged of 
sin in preparation 
for… not heaven, 
but college.

Okay, it is not that bad. But we do spend 
months writing countless essays, all of which 
must be unique, creative, gripping, breathtak-
ing and flawless. We sit through hour-long 
one-on-one alumni interviews. And finally, we 
count down the agonizing hours until decision 
time, before being inevitably rejected by our 
top schools – except, of course, for the few who 
have legacy, or are recruited athletes, or, like 
Jared Kushner, are bought in by their billionaire 
parents (“when the coin in the coffer rings, 
the soul from purgatory springs”). Clearly, the 
system is in need of a Reformation.

But before I post my Theses, or starve 
myself on a Diet of Worms, let us take a step 
back. I know what you are thinking: another 
year, another senior fuming about college 
admissions. But I would actually like to start 
by defending colleges and clearing up some 
important misconceptions.

First of all, admissions officers are not 
looking for “well-rounded” jacks-of-all-trades: 
people who play four sports and join a dozen 
clubs. They are looking for “angular” students, 
who pursue a passion in one activity (or a hand-
ful), achieve success and contribute a special 
talent to the college campus. They would rather 
see an officer of three clubs than a member of 
ten, an all-county soccer player rather than a 
four-sport athlete. You do not have to drown 
yourself in extracurricular activities; find what 

nakkab knocks 
it out

kostovetsky’s 
krystal ball



SPECTRUMOpinions Wednesday, February 15, 20174

The eThics of Agribusiness
by Mithuna Kumar

Early agriculture started around 
9000 BC and it revolutionized the way 
food was produced. The Neolithic era 
spurred the cultivation of crops and the 
domestication of animals. For the first time 
in history, permanent settlements were 
created and a steady supply of food could 
be produced. Since then, humans have de-
veloped countless techniques to farm more 
efficiently. Today, large corporations such 
as Cargill, DuPont Pioneer and Monsanto 
play major roles in the production and dis-
tribution of crops. It is clear that the rise 
of agricultural technology has resulted in 
faster and cheaper means of production. 
Innovation, however, comes with a price. 
Agriculture has been transformed into a 
major enterprise and its motives no longer 
include producing nutritious food through 
sustainable methods. The ethics involved in 
agricultural processes are often overlooked. 
This is a significant problem. 

According to the Humane Society of 
the United States, “Animals used for meat, 
eggs, and dairy…are treated as units of 
production rather than sentient creatures.” 
Modern agriculture has neglected the basic 
rights of animals and has suppressed the 
natural behaviors of animals. As stated by 
animal rights organization PETA, there 
are no laws that protect chickens from 
abuse. Chickens born in “factory farms” 
are cramped with thousands of other 
birds in filthy, dark sheds. They live their 
entire lives devoid of sunlight and fresh 
air. Chickens are injected with drugs that 

significantly increase growth rate, and as a 
result experience organ failure and eventu-
ally collapse under their own weight. When 
shipped to slaughterhouses, many break 
limbs during the journey due to aggressive 
handling. At the slaughterhouses, their 
throats are slit while they are conscious. 
They are then drenched in searing hot water 
to remove feathers. 

A 2012 study conduct-
ed by the Humane Society 
showed that calves raised for 
veal inhabit small crates 
where they are 
unable to turn or 
lay down com-
fortably. In addi-
tion, egg-laying 
hens are confined 
t o  t i ny  cages 
known as battery 
cages, about as 
small as a single 
letter-sized sheet 
of paper. These 
hens are unable 
to spread their 
wings or engage 
in natural activities such as nesting, 
perching and dustbathing. Hens kept in bat-
tery cages suffer from “poor foot condition 
and metabolic disorder, including disuse 
osteoporosis and liver damage.” It was 
also shown that animals unable to exhibit 
natural behavior in severely restricted envi-
ronments suffer from physiological stress.    

While the cruel treatment of animals 

is a major problem, recent discoveries in 
biotechnology have also been of contro-
versy due to their potential impact on hu-
man health and the environment. Genetic 
engineering, also known as recombinant 
DNA technology, is used to create desir-
able traits in organisms through a modi-
fication of genetic material. According to 

the Huffington Post, around 85 
percent of corn in the U.S. is en-
gineered to be resistant to weed-
killing herbicide. Likewise, 

soy is commonly 
modified to pro-
duce oleic acid. 
Yellow Crook-
neck squash and 
z u c c h i n i  a r e 
engineered spe-
cifically to resist 
certain viruses. 
Other common 
crops, including 
alfalfa, canola and 
sugar beets, are 
also genetically 
altered. It is pos-
sible that some of 

these foods trigger allergies or cause 
other diseases in humans. Genetically 
modifying crops is also a threat to biodiver-
sity. Transformed crops, if introduced into 
the wild, may not appeal to animals, and 
consequently could cause a disruption in 
the natural food chain. The adverse effects 
of GMO foods have already prompted 38 
nations to ban them.

Cows are often treated with rBGH, 
or recombinant bovine growth hormone, 
which increases the production of milk. 
According to the Institute of Responsible 
Technology, milk containing rBGH ex-
hibits high levels of a different hormone, 
IGF-1, that is believed to increase the risk 
of breast, prostate, colon and lung cancer in 
humans. Milk produced by rBGH-injected 
cows also has less nutritional value and 
contains increased amounts of antibiot-
ics. Consequently, bacteria immune to 
antibiotics may be present in the milk. 
Companies such as Walmart and Starbucks 
have already stopped selling milk from 
rBGH-treated cows, and the hormone is 
banned in nations such as Japan, Canada, 
New Zealand and Australia, but it remains 
legal in the United States. An FDA scientist 
was fired in the 1980s after stating that milk 
produced with rBGH could pose potential 
health risks. In 1997, a FOX program that 
planned to reveal the dangers of rBGH 
was halted after receiving threats from 
Monsanto. Perhaps commercial interests 
have become too pronounced in the United 
States food industry. 

The agriculture industry has ex-
ploited nature and livestock to satisfy 
corporate interests. Modern agriculture 
aims to produce food quickly and inexpen-
sively, resulting in the abuse of animals and 
the spread of genetically modified crops. 
Human interference with nature must be 
regulated. To achieve a sustainable future, 
we must consider the ethics involved in 
agriculture.

obAmA bids fArewell wiTh life-chAnging PArdons
by Winnie Xu

This past week, America bid farewell 
to its 44th president, Barack Obama. Before 
his departure, Obama left an important gift 
for the nation: 1,715 clemencies and 212 
pardons. It is no surprise that the United 
States justice system is flawed. Injustice 
and error occur too frequently; for instance, 
life sentences are often given for nonviolent 
drug offenses. By approving a significant 
amount of commutations (sentence shorten-
ings), Obama has made an effort to remedy 
this broken system.

In the last 30 years, the number of 
prisoners behind bars in the U.S. rose from 
approximately 500,000 to a staggering 
2.2 million. Although most of them are 
deserving of their imprisonment, a large 
percentage of the prison population consists 
of nonviolent offenders. Many Americans 
promulgate their belief in redemption; none-
theless, nonviolent offenders remain in cells 
that should be holding high-risk convicts. 
Compared to past sentences for similar 
crimes, low-risk offenders are serving more 
time than ever before.

On Jan. 17, Obama granted a sweep-
ing 330 commutations — a record-breaking 
amount for any one president in U.S. history. 
In the past, some people have repeatedly 
criticized Obama for not granting a sub-
stantial amount of clemencies, but with the 

recent round of commutations he has proven 
his critics wrong. Obama has made a lasting 
impact on this nation during his final days 
in office.

“He wanted to do it. He wanted the 
opportunity to look at as many as he could 
to provide relief,” Neil Eggleston, Obama’s 
White House counsel, said. “He saw the 
injustice of the sentences that were imposed 
in many situations, and he has a strong view 
that people deserve a second chance.”

One of Obama’s most controversial 
and widely publicized commutations was 
of Chelsea Manning’s sentence. Manning 
was a junior intelligence analyst who leaked 
classified documents to WikiLeaks. This 
confidential information included a video 
that showed U.S. soldiers firing upon de-
fenseless Iraqi civilians. Manning’s choice 
to release the classified information was a 
moral decision she made after witnessing 
corruption and violations of human rights 
by the military. She was originally supposed 
to serve a 35-year sentence, but Obama’s 
clemency reduced it to seven.

Indeed, Manning did illegally reveal 
classified material, but the ethical conflict 
she faced was quite clear. Undoubtedly, 
Obama empathized with her and under-
stood that she was simply following her 
conscience when she released the intel-
ligence. With her commutation, Obama 

firmly emphasized the 
importance of human 
rights and moral duty. 
We should applaud 
Obama’s act of forgive-
ness towards Manning, 
a triumph for the human 
rights movement.

Compa re d  t o 
previous presidents, 
Obama was the most 
compassionate and 
sympathetic when it 

came to granting clemencies. In compari-
son, former President George H. W. Bush 
only approved 77 clemencies by the end of 
his term. It is crucial for the public to rec-
ognize Obama’s efforts and commend him 
for them, rather than criticize his supposed 
oversights.

Currently, some people believe that 
Obama overlooked many names who they 
considered more deserving of clemencies. 
For instance, Edward Snowden, a former 
member of the National Security Agency, 
leaked confidential information about 
national surveillance activities. Many 
believe that Snowden’s and Manning’s 
crimes are on very similar levels. If that is 
true, they asked, why was his sentence not 
commuted as well? The answer is because 
these two cases simply cannot be viewed as 
the same. Snowden had not pleaded guilty, 
as Manning had done. His offenses were 
much more serious and greatly jeopardized 
the nation’s ability to defend itself against 
foreign threats. Considering the clemencies 
already granted, Obama should be able to 
leave office on a positive note and his legacy 
should not be tarnished by these criticisms.

Other high-profile inmates that were 
considered for clemency were those known 
as “pot lifers.” These inmates are currently 
serving life sentences for crimes — often 
nonviolent — related to marijuana. John 
Knock was convicted in 2000 for his role 
in an international marijuana-smuggling 
ring; he was one of the many “pot lifers” 
who were denied commutation.

“My brother along with about 2,500 
others were denied yesterday,” Beth Curtis, 
John Knock’s sister, said. “The big story is 
the number of denials that have gone out. My 
brother was among them along with other 
nonviolent marijuana offenders and many, 
many nonviolent drug offenders. It’s an 
incredibly painful disappointment that my 
brother — a wonderful person who is totally 

nonviolent — is going to die in prison.”
Along with others, Knock’s family is 

devastated about this denial. They believe 
that “pot lifers” deserve second chances 
considering their offenses were nonviolent. 
Although this may be true, Obama should 
not be facing such rebuke on this issue. His 
final clemency list included the names of 
330 inmates who committed drug crimes. 
It would be impossible for him to commute 
every case that involved nonviolent drug 
crimes.

Besides commutations, Obama also 
granted pardons. Retired Marine Gen. 
James Cartwright was one out of several 
people who received full pardons. He had 
pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI about 
speaking to two journalists, who have since 
come forward to affirm that he did not 
release any secret information. Cartwright 
dedicated 40 years to a military career and 
demonstrated great devotion to the nation. 
It is certainly evident why Obama believed 
that he deserved forgiveness.

“I want to thank President Obama 
for his action,” Cartwright said. “With the 
greatest pride, I have served my country as 
a member of the military for more than 40 
years. This action allows me to continue that 
work as a private citizen. I love this country 
and believe it to be the greatest nation on 
earth. I have never lost faith in that belief. 
God bless the United States of America.”

Considering the nature of Cart-
wright’s conviction, as well as his immense 
patriotism, this case is another example that 
demonstrates Obama’s commendable leni-
ency and mercy.

Obama’s decisions have changed the 
fate of 1,715 people, allowing them to have 
a second chance at creating better lives for 
themselves. If the U.S. is truly the forgiving 
nation we consider it to be, it should be easy 
for Americans to understand why his actions 
are justifiable.

Art by William Yang
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by Chloe Van Steertegem
The Affordable Care Act (ACA, or 

Obamacare), which was passed in 2010 by 
President Obama, works to provide health 
care to more people than could otherwise 
afford it. Obamacare is viewed by many 
members of the right as a failure that needs 
to be done away with immediately. However, 
with the impending removal of this act, its 
significance should not be overlooked. As 
President Trump does not seem to have a 
plan to replace the ACA, the dangers of its 
repeal without a replacement must not be 
underestimated. Obamacare is flawed, but 
keeping it in place for the time being is the 
smartest move to make. 

Health care costs are the No. 1 cause 
of bankruptcy in America. Obamacare has 
significantly reduced the costs of health in-
surance for millions of Americans and eased 
the burden of paying for health care on a 
large part of the population. Before the ACA 
was passed, prices of health care increased 
steadily by about three to four percent per 
year. In 2015, 5 years after the ACA was 
passed, prices increased by only 0.5 percent. 
Obamacare was also able to cut prices by 
mandating certain minimum benefits that 
health care must provide, which in turn reduc-
es the number of Americans struggling with 
the costs of health care, and the number of 
taxpayers grappling with expensive medical 
debts. Furthermore, with Obamacare in place, 
insurance companies can no longer impose 
dollar limits on essential care. This means that 
for treatments vital to a person’s survival, they 
will not have to pay out of pocket. 

Also, under the ACA, insurance cover-
age has been expanded to 138 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL). The FPL is an 
income level used to determine who qualifies 

for various types of government assistance; 
those with incomes less than 1.38 times the 
FPL are now eligible for federal health care 
assistance. This change allows more Ameri-
cans to receive care at a lower cost than they 
would have before. In many ways, Obamacare 
significantly eases the financial burden of 
health insurance, which for a large portion 
of Americans, is very necessary. 

Obamacare also pro-
tects the rights of those 
who use it, barring 
insurance companies 
from manipulat-
ing or mistreat-
ing the people 
they cover for 
their own gain. 
One of the key 
reforms made 
by the ACA 
m a n d a t e d 
that insurance com-
panies cover 10 es-
sential health benefits 
for all customers, including 
maternity care, mental health treat-
ment, preventative visits or “checkups” 
and hospitalizations. For women 
specifically, eight benefits are 
mandated by the ACA. While insurance com-
panies had previously been able to deny their 
customers many of these essential benefits, 
with the passing of the ACA, those paying 
for insurance have the comfort of knowing 
that they are covered for all necessary ser-
vices. In the past, insurance companies had 
been known to stop covering customers with 
pre-existing health conditions or raise their 
premiums significantly. Under Obamacare, 
these individuals are protected and abuses 

by the insurance companies are prohibited.  
Obamacare is especially helpful to the 

younger generation. For instance, Obamacare 
has allowed young adults of ages 18 to 26 to 
be covered by their parents’ insurance. For 
young adults who are not yet completely 
independent from their parents, 
this goes a long way in protect-

ing them and 
ensur ing they 

get the insurance 
they need. Addition-
ally, children under 
the age of 19 with 
pre-existing con-
ditions can no 
longer be denied 
health insurance 
under the ACA. 
For instance, a 
child with diabe-

tes or asthma will 
no longer be denied 

coverage for annual 
checkups at a dentist, doc-

tor or specialist. 
Many issues with Medicare, 

the federal subsidized health program for 
retirees, were also addressed 
by Obamacare. One of the most 

significant problems was the “donut hole” in 
Part D (prescription medication) coverage: 
many Americans faced limits on the drugs 
their Medicare plans provided. Obamacare 
works to end that; current projections indicate 
that these coverage gaps could be obsolete 
by 2020. 

Obamacare has saved the lives of 
thousands of Americans with the reforms it 
brought to the health care system. Xeni Jardin 
wrote about her personal experience with 

breast cancer and how the ACA saved her 
life in a piece published on CNN’s website. 
She described how her insurance provider did 
everything possible to deny her coverage for 
cancer treatments because they suspected she 
had a preexisting condition. One day, after 
arriving at a clinic for a particularly intense 
chemotherapy session, she was told that she 
was being investigated for fraud by her insur-
ance company. The company believed that 
she had had cancer for years and was hiding 
that information. The ACA’s policy regarding 
coverage for people with pre-existing condi-
tions ensured that Jardin was able to get the 
treatment she needed. In fact, Jardin is merely 
one of thousands of Americans who have had 
their lives saved by the reforms that Obam-
acare brought to their insurance policies. 
These people’s stories should not be forgotten 
when discussing the repeal of Obamacare, as 
they truly testify to the good this act has done 
for the American people.

Obamacare is certainly not a perfect 
healthcare plan by any stretch. Its various 
issues include people having their private 
plans cancelled, people being taxed for not 
buying insurance and pharmaceutical com-
panies having to pay significant fees over 
the next ten years to enable the closing of 
the Medicare donut hole. However, the good 
Obamacare has done and can continue to do 
outweighs the bad. President Trump seems 
set on completely repealing the law, since no 
replacement plan has been presented by him 
or other Republicans. But rescinding an act 
that has largely changed the American health 
system for the better and saved countless lives 
is a dangerous and risky decision. Reforming 
the Affordable Care Act, however, is a viable 
action that has the potential to allow even 
more Americans to reap the law’s benefits.

The Social-academic RifT in ouR educaTion SySTem
by Layla Elkoulily

Are my grades good enough? Should I 
take the SAT one more time? Maybe I should 
try the ACT instead… Am I involved in 
enough extracurricular activities? Will I get 
into college?

Adults often paint the four years of high 
school with beautiful words, embellishing 
their memories with the faded perfection of 
nostalgia. For those actually in high school, it 
is far from a pleasant experience. Academic 
and social pressures create underlying stress 
that impacts every student. Some might swim 
through high school, but others will drown.

It is not a far stretch to claim that for 
many, the high school experience is geared to-
wards attaining a job or acceptance into college. 
Students are pressed to fixate their lives around 
college. Many people take difficult classes they 
have no interest in because they want to impress 
admissions officers. They grit their teeth and 
do well for the sake of dressing up a resume. 
Ironically enough, acquisition of knowledge 
has no longer become the primary objective.

On the other end of the spectrum, stu-
dents who perform poorly in school also are 
not learning. Maybe they are overwhelmed 
by an unmanageable workload. Maybe their 
financial situation at home requires that they 
work after school instead of studying. Or maybe 
their family situation has prevented them from 
focusing on school. Whatever the reason behind 
their poor performance, many students are 
living a daily struggle. Their classmates often 
come in late, blatantly ignore the teacher and 
misbehave. Teachers assigned to such classes 
often become disillusioned and unmotivated. 
Why devote effort to the underachievers when 
more promising students are in need of help? 
Essentially, students are categorized into 
“honors” or “regents,” and this divide, although 
implicit can adversely affect their performance. 

In Hewlett Elementary School, for ex-
ample, children are divided into the ordinary 
and the gifted through the Discovery Program. 
Twice a week, a few select students from each 
class would miss instruction in order to be a part 
of Discovery. For those left in the classroom, 
there was a sense of dejection. They were not 
special or smart or wonderful. They were just 
the ‘non-Discovery kids’. For those who at-
tended the program, a whole new world was 
opened before their eyes. They learned new 
vocabulary, participated in math competitions 
and worked on various other projects. They 
were the academic elite. Thus, Discovery initi-
ated the creation of a barrier that would continue 
to divide students through high school.

My most vivid memory from fifth grade 
was when my friends told me I was one of the 
‘smart kids’ in the yearbook. I ended elemen-
tary school feeling strangely wonderful. I had 
finally completed ESL, joined Discovery and 
graduated with this memory. I was finally one 
of the “gifted” students. Looking back, I can-
not help but wonder what was running through 
my friends’ brains when they expressed that 
thought. I knew them well: They were intel-
ligent, considerate and capable human beings. 
Why did they not see it? Why did they create a 
hierarchy of smartness?

Middle school only widened the divide 
between the gifted and the less gifted, as the 
two groups were separated into regular classes 
and honors classes. High school exaggerated the 
problem with APs and other classes targeted at 
specific groups.

Is the system at fault or the students? 
There is no true answer. For those who argue 
that intelligence is the primary determinant of 
student performance, I would say that smarter 
students are only better at retaining informa-
tion for short periods of time, enabling them to 
succeed on tests. How much of the information 

stays with them long-term is debateable. At the 
same time, students who have characteristically 
done poorly in a subject can improve if they 
are encouraged by their teacher and work hard 
to improve.

Jaime Escalante epitomized the impor-
tance of hard work and student-teacher relation-
ships in education. Escalante took lower-level 
math students and provided them with the skills 
necessary to pass AP Calculus. In his first year, 
2 of 5 students passed. The following year, 7 of 
his 9 students passed. Each and every year more 
and more students began to pass. By 1983, 30 of 
his 33 students passed the AP Calculus exami-
nation. By 1987 he had 73 pass the AB calculus 
exam and 12 students pass the BC calculus 
exam. He was able to take students who seemed 
doomed to fail in math class and enable them to 
pass the AP examination. Escalante managed 
such a feat through an intensely strong desire to 
teach his students. One of his pupils remarked, 
“If he wants to teach us that bad, we can learn.” 
Escalante saw the barrier between the ‘smart’ 
and the ‘not smart’, but he never allowed it to 
stop him from bringing out the best in every-
one. He placed high priority on motivating his 
students to complete their difficult homework 
assignments, study and pass their examinations.

Students tend to 
stop performing when 
they no longer believe 
in themselves. They 
have been convinced 
that nobody with their 
capabilities can do 
well. If these students 
do not have the support 
of their family, then ev-
ery misstep can seem 
like a big mistake. If 
these students have 
financial issues bur-

dening them, then every mistake makes them 
wonder if they should have been working in-
stead. If a student has any issue bothering them, 
then every flaw in their educational process 
sticks out. Many will try to never take a class 
like the ones they struggled in, convinced that 
they have no capacity to perform well in them.

On the other hand, AP students are 
bound by the threat of losing the weight on 
their average if they choose not to take the AP 
exam. Students are being incentivized to do 
well because of grades and college expectations 
instead of personal interest. Whether students 
have performed outstandingly all throughout 
high school or performed poorly, once they are 
a second semester senior it is highly probable 
that they will stop trying. They no longer care 
about the numbers as long as they pass. Since 
they were never learning anyway, they feel no 
sense of loss from the course of their actions. 
High school becomes meaningless when the 
prospect of college or working is right around 
the corner.

How prepared are we for college if 
our entire high school experience has placed 
grades and ‘smartness’ over learning? Who 
are the true benefactors from the institution of 
high school?

obamacaRe: TheRe iS no beTTeR alTeRnaTive
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by Bharvi Chavre
The Regeneron Science Talent 

Search (STS) is acknowledged as the 
most prestigious pre-college science 
competition. Formerly known as Intel 
STS, Regeneron STS offers awards 
that  total  over $3.1 mil l ion ,  with 
$250,000 and a trip to Washington, 
D.C. as the top prize. This year, there 
were 1,749 applicants across 527 high 
schools around the world.

On Jan. 4, the names of the 
Top 300 Scholars were released. 
Hewlett’s own Matthew Perkins 
’17 was a recipient of the award 
for his project “Alpha and Beta 
Adrenergic Agonists Increase 
Hindrance to Diffusion of 3-kDa 
Dextran in Mouse Visual Cortex 
Ext racellular Space.” Each of 
the scholars and their schools 
r e ce ive d  $2 ,0 0 0,  w i t h  98  of 
these semif inal ists f rom New 
York State, including 53 f rom 
Long Island. The students were 
selected based on potential promise as 
scientists, excellent academic records 
and except ional recommendat ions 
from teachers and mentors.

For the past two years, Perkins 
worked on h is research at  SU N Y 
D ow n s t a t e  Me d ica l  Ce nt e r  w i t h 
mentor Dr. Sabina Hrabetova, and 
completed his project for submission 
under the guidance of Hewlett High 
School science teacher Dr. Terrence 
Bissoondial. 

Perkins’ project studied the role 
of sleep in clearing potentially harm-
ful substances that collect dur ing 

wakefulness, such as those that may 
cause Alzheimer’s disease.

“For my project, I investigated 
how the diffusion rate of large mol-
ecules in the brain is affected by the 
brain being in a sleep state as com-
pared to an awake state,” Perkins said.

In his research, Perkins added 
chemica ls  t hat  mimicked the  ac-
tions of neurotransmitters to simu-

late the sleep and wake st ates of 
brain t issue of mice. There was a 
not iceable increase in the volume 
of extracellular space (ECS) in the 
brains. His results established that  
sleep could affect the diffusion of 
large molecules through the ECS of 
the brain, and supports the idea that 
potent ial ly toxic substances, such 
as beta-amyloid, can be cleared at a 
faster rate when animals are asleep.

 “[Sleep] had always been a little 
interest of mine,” Perkins said. “I just 

like being able to do science. That’s 
what really drives me.”

While working on this research 
project both over the summers and 
during the school year, Perkins worked 
in a group research study character-
izing different abiot ic st resses on 
plants, while doing another project of 
developing microbial fuel cells.

“This has some profound impact 
on human biology with respect to 
sleep,” Bissoondial said. “It’s one 
thing to do a project, it’s another 
thing to get it ready for submis-
sion. To spend his summers doing 
research is quite commendable. 
His devotion to research is quite 
reveling.”

On Jan. 24, the f inalists for 
STS were announced. Although 
Perk ins was not selected , the 
school and his peers are incred-
ibly proud of his accomplish-
ments.

“I was thrilled to be rec-
ognized as a Semifinalist in the STS 
competition, and I hope to continue 
pursuing neuroscience research in 
college and beyond,” Perkins said.

In addition to this honor, Per-
kins placed third in the Cell Biology 
category in the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair with the 
same project in May 2016. With Lenny 
Khazan ’17 and Nate Roblin ’17, he 
was a f inalist in the Clean Tech Chal-
lenge and went on a week-long cruise 
in the Dominican Republic. Perkins 
was also recognized as a National 
Merit Semifinalist.

Perkins Puts the ComPetition to sleeP

by Rachel Miller
On Jan. 20, Donald Trump officially 

became the 45th President of the United States. 
While Trump is officially the President, his 
Cabinet has yet to be fully confirmed. Al-
though 21 people have been nominated for 
Cabinet positions, the Senate has formally 
approved only two cabinet nominees as of 
Inauguration Day. The only appointments 
that have been finalized are retired Gen. James 
Mattis for Secretary of Defense and Marine 
Gen. John Kelly for Secretary of Homeland 
Security. President Trump is still awaiting the 
confirmation of the remaining 19 appointments 
to his Cabinet. The confirmations of President 
Trump’s Cabinet appointments are the fewest 
number of Cabinet nominees approved by 
Inauguration Day in the past three decades.

Mattis assumed the position of Secre-
tary of Defense on Jan. 20, just over one week 
after his confirmation hearing. Mattis was ap-
proved in an overwhelming vote of 98 to 1, and 
was officially sworn in by Vice President Mike 
Pence. The only Senator who voted against 
Mattis was Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of New 
York, who held the opinion that a recently serv-
ing general should not hold the title of Defense 
Secretary. Mattis is the first senior military 
officer to serve as the Defense Secretary since 
the appointment of Gen. George C. Marshall in 
1950 by President Truman. In order to confirm 
the appointment, Mattis needed to secure a 
waiver, because he has not been a civilian for 
at least seven years, which was a requirement 
for the position.

Kelly was approved to be the Secretary 
of Homeland Security in a vote of 88 to 11, 
becoming the second confirmed retired general 
to secure a position in Trump’s cabinet. Many 
praised Kelly’s nomination, as he holds a lot of 
experience for his new role. He ran the United 

trumP’s Cabinet shaPes uP
States Southern Command, which gave him 
the authoritative position of controlling the 
military jail at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. In 
this position, Kelly was exposed to the issues 
of drug trafficking and immigration, which 
are seen as two major threats to the national 
security of the United States today.

Among the most controversial of nomi-
nees for Trump’s Cabinet is Steven Mnuchin 
for Secretary of the Treasury, who made bil-
lions of dollars off of the housing crisis of 2008. 
Mnuchin also initially failed to disclose almost 
$100 million in assets. Because of these contro-
versies, Mnuchin has yet to be confirmed – and 
it is uncertain if the Senate will confirm him.

On Jan 11, the Senate held Jeff Sessions’ 
hearing for the position of Attorney General. 
Two men sporting costumes that resembled 
those of the Ku Klux Klan interrupted Ses-
sions’ hearing. While security removed the two 
men who were in costume, two more people 
erupted in chants of “No Trump! No KKK! No 
fascist USA!” This incident was likely because 
of Sessions’ past racist remarks, which blocked 
him from a federal judgeship 30 years ago. At 
the time, Sessions was an attorney in Alabama 
who had made extremely racist remarks and 
called the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
“un-American.” In his hearing, Sessions 
assured the committee that he “absolutely” 
prohibits water boarding, despite President 
Trump’s praise of the technique.

While Betsy DeVos was nominated 
for the position of Secretary of Education, the 
committee vote regarding her position was 
rescheduled for Jan. 31 because of a conflict 
of interest. DeVos claimed that she resigned 
from a dozen foundations with educational 
goals. However, DeVos is holding her position 

as a co-trustee of three family trusts, which 
includes her indirect financial stake in Sextant 
Education. Her nomination troubles many, as 
she is a strong supporter of charter schools and 
many fear that she will hurt the public school 
system. In her hearing, DeVos struggled to 
answer questions regarding the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which 
requires public schools to accommodate all stu-
dents with disabilities. In addition, she refused 
to agree with Sen. Chris Murphy that no guns 
should be allowed in schools, citing grizzly 
bear attacks. When asked if she would support 
President Trump if he ended gun-free zones 
around schools, she replied that she would.

Although not in his cabinet, the Senate 
has confirmed President Trump’s nomination 
of Rep. Mike Pompeo for Director of the CIA 
and Gov. Nikki Haley as the United Nations 
Ambassador. Pompeo said that as Director of 
the CIA, he would not support the use of torture 
and would look into Russian interference in 
the American election. Haley received little 
opposition for her confirmation and, during 
her hearing, stressed that Russia was guilty of 
war crimes in Syria and criticized the United 
Nations’ relationship with Israel.

Among the other nominations for 
Trump’s cabinet are Rex Tillerson for Sec-
retary of State, Dan Coats for Director of 
National Intelligence, Rick Perry for Secretary 
of Energy, Ben Carson for Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Elaine Chao for 
Secretary of Transportation, Ryan Zinke for 
Secretary of the Interior, Sonny Perdue for 
Secretary of Agriculture, David Shulkin for 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and Andrew 
Puzder for Secretary of Labor. Although 
President Trump only had two cabinet appoint-
ments confirmed when he took office, more 
confirmations are expected in the coming days.

Hewlett-Woodmere 
Tops Charts

The Hewlett-Woodmere School 
District was recently named one of 
the best school districts in the nation 
and in New York State by Niche.com. 
On the national list, Hewlett-Wood-
mere was ranked number 44 of the top 
100 school districts in the country. 
Additionally, Hewlett-Woodmere was 
ranked number 13 out of the top 100 
school districts in the state. Niche.
com created these national rankings 
based on academic and student life 
data from the U.S. Department of 
Education as well as from test scores, 
college data and ratings from users of 
Niche.com. 

Ianni Says Yes
Foreign language teacher Lisa 

Ianni got engaged to her long-time 
boyfriend on Nov. 21 of last year. 
Ianni’s fiance, Kris, proposed at his 
police academy graduation in Geor-
gia. The couple of seven years met 
through mutual friends. They are 
set to wed in July of 2018. Ianni is 
looking forward to the special day. 
Congratulations!

Pittelli Proposes, 
and She Says Yes  

Business teacher Jared Pittelli 
proposed to his girlfriend Melanie, 
a teacher in Jamaica, on Jan. 5. The 
couple has been dating for the past 
three years after meeting through 
mutual friends at Cabo in Rock-
ville Centre. Although Pittelli had 
originally planned to propose in 
Italy, then at the Rockefeller Center 
Christmas Tree and then at the Wal-
dorf Astoria in New York City, all of 
those plans fell through and he ended 
up proposing at a restaurant in Rock-
ville Centre not far from where they 
met. Pittelli and his fiance will most 
likely wed next April. Pittelli said he 
cannot wait to start a new chapter in 
their lives. Congratulations!

shout-outs

Courtesy of Lisa Ianni
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Footprints in space, imprints in Hearts
by Bharvi Chavre

Recently, America lost two pio-
neers: John Glenn and Eugene Cernan. 
Both men were ast ronauts who set 
milestones for The National Aeronautics 
and Space Association, better known as 
NASA.

John Herschel Glenn, Jr., born on 
July 18, 1921, was the first American to 
orbit the Earth, circling it an impres-
sive three times. Not only was he an 
astronaut, but throughout his life he 
was a U.S. Marine Corps aviator, an 
engineer and a senator from Ohio from 
1974 to 1999.

After earning his bachelor of 
science f rom Muskingum College, 
he entered the Naval Aviation Cadet 
Program. He was commissioned in the 
Marine Corps in 1943, and later joined 
Marine Fighting Squadron 155 and flew 
59 combat missions during World War 
II. For his hard work and effort, Glenn 
earned the Distinguished Flying Cross 
six times and the Air Medal with 18 
Clusters for his service during World 
War II and in Korea. In addition to 
those honors, Glenn was awarded the 
Navy Unit Commendation, the NASA 
Distinguished Service Medal and the 
Congressional Space Medal of Honor, 
as well as numerous other accolades. In 
2012, he even received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the highest honor 
awarded to a civilian.

In April 1959, Glenn was selected 
to be a member of the “Mercury 7,” 
which was the first group of astronauts 
picked by NASA. He served as a backup 
pilot for Alan Shepard, the first Ameri-
can astronaut in space. He additionally 

at the age of 95, and is scheduled to be 
buried on April 6 at Arlington Cemetery 
on his 74th wedding anniversary with his 
wife. On Dec. 17, thousands of people, 
including former Vice President Joe 
Biden, gathered to remember Glenn at 
Ohio State University.

Glenn is survived by his wife, two 
children and two grandchildren.

“Joh n  spent 
h i s  l i f e  b r e a k-

ing bar r iers,” 
former Presi-
d e n t  B a r a c k 

Obama said. 
“The last of 

A m e r -
i c a ’ s 
first as-
tronauts 

has left us, but propelled by their 
example we know that our future here 
on Earth compels us to reaching for the 
heavens. On behalf of a grateful nation, 
Godspeed, John Glenn.”

Eugene Andrew “Gene” Cernan 
was born on March 14, 1934 and was 
the 11th and last person on the moon to 
date. He was also a naval engineer, an 
aeronautical engineer and a fighter pilot.

After graduating from Purdue 
University in 1956 with a bachelor’s 
degree in Electrical Engineering, Cer-
nan became a Naval Aviator in Attack 
Squadrons 113 and 126.  In 1963, he 
graduated the U.S. Naval Postgraduate 
School with a master’s degree in Aero-
nautical Engineering.

Soon after earning his master’s 
degree, Cernan joined NASA’s astronaut 
corps. In his first spaceflight - Gemini 

9 - Cernan completed one of the first 
American spacewalks, as well as many 
other crucial tasks that helped to provide 
information for future missions.

In 1969, Cernan was the pilot of 
Apollo 10, a monumental mission that 
helped to establish the stability of Apollo 
and complete the verification test of the 
lunar module. 

1972 marked Cernan’s last space 
exploration mission, on Apollo 17. This 
was the last human mission to the moon. 
This mission is memorable for a few rea-
sons: the crew captured an iconic picture 
of the earth and set records for human 
space flight, including longest time in 
lunar orbit and largest lunar sample.

“We leave as we came, and, God 
willing, we shall return, with peace 
and hope for all mankind,” Cernan said 
while departing the moon at the end of 
the Apollo 17 mission.

After Cernan retired from the 
Navy and NASA, he worked as a moti-
vational speaker and was occasionally a 
television commentator.

Cernan passed away on Jan. 16 at a 
hospital from complications from a few 
illnesses. His funeral was held on Jan. 
24 at the St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
in Houston and a private burial was held 
at the Texas State Cemetery in Austin.

Cernan is survived by his wife, 
daughter and son-in-law, step-daughters, 
and nine grandchildren. 

“Gene’s footprints remain on the 
moon, and his achievements are im-
printed in our hearts and memories,” 
Bob Jacobs, a NASA administrator, said. 
“He was one of a kind and all of us in the 
NASA Family will miss him greatly.”

helped to boost America’s competitive-
ness in the Space Race with Russia in his 
flight on Friendship 7 in February 1962. 
During this 4-hour and 55-minute flight, 
Glenn faced a malfunction within the 
spacecraft, but was able to courageously 
save himself and land safely on Earth, 
becoming the first American to orbit 
the Earth.

G l e n n  r e -
t i red as an as-
tronaut in 1964, 
with insistence 
from President 
Joh n F.  Ken-
nedy, who 
t houg ht 
he was 
t o o 
v a l u -
able to be sent back into space. 
He retired from the Marine Corps a 
year later in 1965. Soon after, in 1974, 
Glenn won his seat in the Senate and 
was re-elected in 1980, 1986 and 1992, 
with a significant majority each time. 
Amid his political success, Glenn was 
inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall 
of Fame in 1990.

In 1998, at the age of 77, Glenn 
flew on the STS-95 Discovery shuttle 
flight. He became the oldest person to 
fly into space. This nine day mission 
involved the deployment of the Spartan 
spacecraft and the Hubble Space Tele-
scope Orbital Test Platform.

The next year, in January 1999, 
Glenn retired from the Senate; neverthe-
less, he remained a clear advocate of the 
space exploration programs.

Glenn passed away on Dec. 8, 2016 

executive order opens controversy, closes Borders
by Sammy Stern

On Friday, Jan. 27 President Trump 
issued an executive order banning travel from 
seven Muslim countries – Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Sudan, Libya, Yemen and Somalia – for 90 
days and suspended the entrance of all refugees 
for 120 days. Since President Trump signed the 
executive order, millions of Americans have 
expressed their rage over this ban with street 
protests, legal action and on social media.

“I am establishing new vetting mea-
sures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of 
the United States of America,” Trump said. 
“We don’t want them here.”

President Trump’s new order was also 
signed on International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, which upset many, as during the 
Holocaust, many Jews in Europe died after 
being denied entry to the United States. Many 
Jewish groups were especially upset that the 
executive order targets Muslim refugees.

“The fact that President Trump’s order 
appears designed to specifically limit the entry 
of Muslims evokes horrible memories,” the 
Jewish organization J Street said. 

This executive order caused chaos at air-
ports throughout the country. Upon arrival into 
the U.S., some people from the seven banned 
countries were detained in the airports. As of 
Saturday, Jan. 28, just one day after the execu-
tive order was signed, 109 people had been 
detained at airports, including a 5 year-old boy.  

A policy team at the White House 
created the executive order, instead of the 
traditional route including the Justice Depart-
ment and Homeland Security agencies. Ac-
cording to government officials, Homeland 
Security Secretary John Kelly and Department 

land Security announced that they will comply 
with the judge’s orders and not deport travelers 
they have detained.

Many Democrats commented on the 
executive order, some condemning President 
Trump’s actions as directly opposing the views 
America was founded upon.

“This executive order was mean-spirited 
and un-American,” Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer said, fighting back tears. 
“Tears are running down the cheeks of the 
Statue of Liberty tonight as a grand tradition 
of America, welcoming immigrants, that has 
existed since America was founded, has been 
stomped upon.”

President Trump is also facing back-
lash from fellow Republicans, especially U.S. 
Senators John McCain and Lindsey Graham, 
who released a joint statement regarding the 
executive order, stating that it was “not prop-
erly vetted.”

 “Our government has a responsibility 
to defend our borders, but we must do so in a 
way that makes us safer and upholds all that is 
decent and exceptional about our nation,” the 
senators said. “Ultimately, we fear this execu-
tive order will become a 
self-inflicted wound in the 
fight against terrorism.”

The executive order 
has torn many families 
apart, as some cannot re-
turn to their homes in the 
U.S. and others cannot 
return to their native coun-
tries. In one heartbreaking 
case, a married man, who 
served in the U.S. army 

of Homeland Security leaders only saw the 
final details right before the order was signed. 
Many also criticized the executive order, as it 
excluded all Muslim countries that the Trump 
Organization had businesses in.

As a result of this ban, large groups have 
gathered at airports to protest the executive 
order, which they believe to be un-American. 
In New York City, protesters gathered at JFK 
International Airport, where two Iraqis were 
being detained as a result of the ban. While the 
two men have since been released, the protests 
have not ceased. Additional protests occurred 
in cities such as Portland, Chicago, Newark, 
Boston, San Francisco, Denver, Colorado, Dal-
las, Orlando, Philadelphia, Atlanta and Seattle.

Legal action has also been taken against 
President Trump’s new executive order, led by 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). 
On Jan. 28, U.S. District Judge Ann Donnelly 
granted an emergency stay for those who have 
already arrived in the U.S. from the seven 
countries on the banned list. Donnelly also 
granted an emergency stay for those in transit 
and who have obtained valid visas. The ACLU 
represented those who were detained at New 
York’s JFK International Airport.

“The petitioners have a strong likeli-
hood of success in establishing that the 
removal of the petitioner and others similarly 
situated violates their due process and equal 
protection guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution,” Donnelly said in her decision. 
“There is imminent danger that, absent the 
stay of removal, there will be substantial and 
irreparable injury to refugees, visa-holders and 
other individuals...”

In response, the Department of Home-

in Iraq, is now separated from his wife. His 
wife recently traveled to Iraq to take care of 
his parents, as his mother has stage 4 breast 
cancer and his father has stage 4 colon cancer. 
Since his wife has an Iraqi passport and a green 
card, she cannot come back home to the U.S.

As a result of the massive backlash, 
President Trump released a statement on 
Sunday, Jan. 29. In his statement, he likened 
his order to former President Obama’s policies 
banning visas for refugees from Iraq in 2011 
and said that the seven countries affected had 
been previously named by the Obama admin-
istration as “sources of terror.” He also argued 
that it is not in fact a Muslim ban, although it 
appeared to many as one.

“America is a proud nation of immi-
grants and we will continue to show compas-
sion to those fleeing oppression, but we will 
continue to do so while protecting our own 
citizens and border,” President Trump said. 
“America has always been the land of the free 
and home of the brave… My first priority will 
always be to protect and serve our country, but 
as President I will find ways to help all those 
who are suffering.” 

Art by Gillian Moser
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by Julia Grossman
Are women’s rights human rights? On 

Jan. 21, over half a million people flooded onto 
7th Avenue in Washington, D.C. to answer this 
question in the affirmative, sending a clear 
message that withholding people’s rights based 
on gender, immigration status, race, religion 
or sexual orientation would not be tolerated. 
More than a million Americans joined together 
in sister marches all across the United States. 

“This is an outpouring of energy and 
democracy like I have never seen in my very 
long life,” Gloria Steinem, a world-renowned 
feminist icon and political activist, said.

Although dubbed the “Women’s March 
on Washington,” the attendees marched on 
behalf of the rights of all minority groups who 
feel threatened by some of the beliefs of the 
new administration.

“It was humans marching for human 
rights and equality,” Amy Kurtz, 32, an author 
and wellness coach from New York City, said.

The idea for these world-wide marches 
and demonstrations first began on Nov. 9 of last 
year, the day after Trump was elected President 
of the United States, when two seemingly 
insignificant Facebook posts by Teresa Shook, 
a retired lawyer, and Bob Bland, a New York 
fashion designer, began to garner much more 
support than they had initially intended. Soon 
after, their ideas transformed into plans.

The speeches in Washington, beginning 
at 10:00 a.m., had a positive and empowering 
tone. Celebrity speakers included America 
Ferrera, Cecile Richards, Maryum Ali, Scar-
lett Johansson, Michael Moore, Ashley Judd, 
Madonna and Alicia Keys. They encouraged 
people of all genders and races to take action, 
let their voices be heard, and to keep fighting 
for freedom and goodness in the name of 

equality.
Moore stirred up excitement by demand-

ing that each person at the march  run for office.
Ferrera directed her message to the 

Trump administration.
“We will not go from being a nation of 

immigrants, to a nation of ignorance,” Fer-
rera said. “But the president is not America. 
His cabinet is not America. Congress is not 
America. We are America, and we are here 
to stay.”

At 1:00 p.m., the conclusion of the 
powerful speeches, the march began. The 
enormous swells of people originally gath-
ered by the large stage and screen marched 
up and down 7th Avenue, screaming a variety 
of chants, from “no hate, no fear, everyone is 
welcome here,” to “we are the popular vote.” 
Perhaps most prominent of all, the group joined 
together to call out “this is what democracy 
looks like.”

These heartfelt chants vocalized many of 
the clever sayings that were painted, drawn and 
typed onto vibrant signs. Signs read empower-
ing messages, including “Girls just wanna have 
FUNdamental rights;” “A woman’s place is in 
the house and senate;” “Love trumps hate;” 
“Women’s rights are human rights.” Many 
signs referenced Hillary Clinton’s campaign 

slogan, “I’m With Her.”
In an act of positivity and unity, the 

crowds let the new administration know that 
hatred of any kind would not be tolerated; 
instead, love and acceptance were exalted 
above all. According to the Women’s March on 
Washington’s mission statement, the goal of the 
march was to stand for “…the protection of our 
rights, our safety, our health and our families.”

Engulfed in a sea of bright pink hats, 
the crowd marched to stand up for their basic 
rights, such as freedom from sexual harass-
ment, the right to a safe and accessible abortion, 
health care affordability, religious freedom, the 
rights of immigrants, protection of the planet 
and acknowledgement of climate change. 

The challenging of the Supreme Court 
decision in Roe v. Wade, which gave women 
the right to privacy, was a major concern. Men 
and women went back and forth chanting: “My 
body, my choice. Her body, her choice.”

U.S. women and men were not the only 
ones to take to the streets, as almost 700 sister 
marches took place on every continent around 
the world. The numbers were staggering: 
Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles each had 
approximately 500,000 people, New York had 
approximately 400,000 people, Chicago had 
approximately 250,000 people and London 
had approximately 100,000 people.  Addi-
tional marches occured in Kenya, India, Serbia, 
South Africa, Australia, Peru, Brazil, Chile, 
New Zealand and Iraq, where marchers aimed 
to draw attention to the issue of equal rights in 
America, as well as their respective countries.

For those who could not make the 
marches, social media served as a hub for 
praising the efforts of those marching as well 
as spreading messages, hashtags and pictures 
of acceptance and love.

Girls Just Want Fundamental riGhts

by Alex May
On Jan. 10, New York lost a hero. 

Former NYPD police officer and detec-
tive Steven McDonald died at the age of 
59 after suffering a massive heart attack. 
McDonald, a third generation police of-
ficer, also served in the U.S. Navy as a 
hospital corpsman.

On July 12, 1986, life was dramati-
cally altered for McDonald and his fam-
ily. McDonald had been serving in the 
NYPD for about two years when he was 
shot three times. While patrolling Central 
Park with his partner, McDonald noticed 
three young men loitering outside of the 
boathouse. After speaking with one of the 
suspects, Shavod Jones, the teen pulled out 
a handgun and shot McDonald three times. 
The bullets struck his neck, wrist and face, 
leaving the offcier instantly paralyzed. 
McDonald miraculously survived his inju-
ries. At the time of the incident, McDonald 
was married to his wife Patti-Ann, who 
gave birth to their son, Conor, just three 
months after the shooting.

Steven McDonald was not famous 
for his injuries but for his inspiring mes-
sages of peace and forgiveness that he 
shared after his traumatic shooting.  

“I forgive him and hope that he 
can find peace and purpose in his life,” 
McDonald said, referencing the man who 
shot him.

Although McDonald forgave him, 
Jones served 8.5 years, most of which he 
spent in solitary confinement. In addition, 
he was denied parole on three separate 
occasions.

After Jones’ release in 1995, Mc-
Donald looked forward to working with 
Jones. These plans were curtailed when 

rememberinG a neW York hero
Jones died three days after his release from 
head injuries sustained from a motorcycle 
crash.

Because of the Jones’ death, Mc-
Donald was never able to fulfill his hope 
of partnering with the teen that shot him 
to spread his call for nonviolence.

 In the years after McDonald was 

shot, he boldly returned to service, serving 
as a goodwill ambassador for the NYPD. 
He attended events, gave speeches and 
counseled troubled kids. In addition, he 
lectured police officers about the impor-
tance of their work and the impact they 
have on the community. Later on, Mc-
Donald was promoted to lieutenant and 
detective.

McDonald was an avid sports fan, 
especially of the New York Rangers. Each 
season since McDonald was shot, the team 
has handed out the Steven McDonald Ex-
tra Effort Award to the player who goes 
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“above and beyond the call of duty.” Fol-
lowing McDonald’s death, Rangers’ em-
ployees wore badges sporting McDonald’s 
name to honor the life-long fan.

McDonalds’s son joined the NYPD 
almost 24 years after his father was shot. 
He was promoted to detective sergeant in 
Sept. 2016, in a ceremony where his father 
was in attendance.

Many city officials, including New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, visited Mc-
Donald at North Shore University Hospital, 
where he was on life support following his 
heart attack. After McDonald’s passing, 
hundreds of cops waited to give their final 
salute to McDonald as a parade of police 
vehicles drove away from the hospital.

“New York City is heartbroken by 
the loss of NYPD Detective Steven Mc-
Donald, who for 30 years has been this 
city’s greatest example of heroism and 
grace,” de Blasio said.

Police Commissioner James O’Neill 
also praised the New York City hero and 
the cops that follow McDonald’s lead 
everyday.

“No one could have predicted that 
Steven would touch so many people, in 
New York and around the world,” O’Neill 
said. “Like so many cops, Steven joined 
the NYPD to make a difference in people’s 
lives. And he accomplished that every 
day.”

McDonald’s son spoke at his father’s 
funeral, noting his dad’s purpose in life.

“My dad wanted to make sure his 
time on earth wasn’t wasted,” the younger 
McDonald said.

Steven McDonald’s story will be 
remembered as one of triumph and will 
continue to serve as an inspiration to all.

by Gabrielle Barnes
February marks the annual celebratory 

Black History Month: a month in which we 
remember the important achievements and 
contributions that African-Americans have 
made, and continue to make, in our nation. In 
the early years of the twentieth century, Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, one of the first African-
Americans to receive a doctorate from Har-
vard, noticed that the integral role of African-
Americans in American history was either 
misrepresented or completely excluded from 
history books. This inspired him to found the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History in 1915, a group whose main priority 
is to research and promote the accomplish-
ments of black Americans. Set for the second 
week of February, Woodson created Negro 
History Week in 1926. In 1976, President 
Gerald Ford officially recognized February as 
Black History Month.

Each year, the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History creates 
a theme for the upcoming Black History 
Month. This year, the theme is “The Crisis 
in Black Education.” This crisis began in 
the days of slavery when it was unlawful for 
slaves to read and write. Today, the associa-
tion feels that it is important to acknowledge 
the persistent lack of education and opportu-
nity that so many young African-Americans 
in urban neighborhoods experience today. 
Schools in these areas lack vital resources, en-
dure overcrowding and are commonly racially 
segregated, prohibiting black students from 
learning in a diverse environment. Through 
all of this, African-Americans continue to 
overcome challenges. In this column, we will 
be focusing on the general contributions and 
achievements of African-Americans through-
out history.

Henrietta Lacks: Lacks was a poor 
woman who died from cervical cancer. 
During one of her surgeries, her doctor took 
pieces of tissue from her cervix without her 
consent. Researchers soon discovered that 
Lacks’ cells were the first immortal human 
cell line the world had ever seen. With Lacks’ 
cells, scientists were able to create vaccines, 
anti-cancer drugs and paved the way for 
future improvements in medicine.

Frederick Douglass: At a time when 
learning to read and write was illegal for 
slaves, Douglass still found a way to succeed 
and became a prominent abolitionist author 
and orator.

Thomas Jennings: In 1821, Jennings 
became the first black man to receive a patent. 
He discovered dry-scouring, a process which 
is the forerunner of today’s dry cleaning.

Dr. Charles Drew: A surgeon and 
professor at Howard University who created 
innovative ways to store blood plasma for 
transfusions and established the first large-
scale blood bank in America, Drew’s tech-
niques and research helped save thousands of 
lives during World War II.

Booker T. Washington: Born a slave, 
Washington convinced administrators in 
Hampton Normal Agricultural Institute to al-
low him to attend their school. After graduat-
ing, he founded his own school, now called 
Tuskegee University. 

Dr. Daniel Hale Williams: A general 
surgeon who opened the country’s first inter-
racial hospital and nursing school in 1891, 
Williams is known for his legendary achieve-
ment: the first successful open heart surgery. 

Hiram Revels: In 1870, Revels was the 
first African American to serve in the U.S 
Senate.

Jesse Owens: Owens was an outstand-
ing track athlete who won four Olympic Gold 
Medals in one single Olympiad in 1936. 

Buddy Bolden: Born in 1877 in New 
Orleans, Bolden was a key figure in the devel-
opment of Jazz. 

CelebratinG blaCk  
historY month

Courtesy of Julia Grossman



SPECTRUMWednesday, February 15, 2017 9Technology

The LaTesT in Consumer TeCh
by Lenny Khazan

This past January, the Consumer 
Electronics Show (CES) took over Las 
Vegas as tech companies, big and small, 
came to demonstrate their latest and great-
est consumer products. From innovative 
new electric cars to new virtual reality 
experiences, this year’s CES brought with 
it a broad selection of new technology that 
represented the cutting-edge products 
that will hopefully make it to market 
over the next several years.

One of the most anticipated an-
nouncements at CES came from 
Faraday Future, a new electric 
car company trying to take on the 
likes of Tesla. After demonstrating 
their concept single-seat sports car FF 
ZERO1 at last year’s CES, the company 
received widespread media attention as 
many began to ask when their cars would 
make it to the consumer market. Over the 
year that followed, Faraday Future did 
their best to live up to this goal. Despite 
reported financial problems with the 
company’s quick growth, Faraday Future 
came to CES 2017 in the hopes of capital-
izing on their earlier success. During their 
highly-publicized press conference, they 
announced a new high-end car—the FF 
91—targeted towards upper-class con-
sumers. The car will reportedly feature 
a LIDAR sensor (which could allow for 
autonomous driving functionality) and a 
self-driving feature that one can enable 
with a smartphone (which failed during a 
live on-stage demonstration).

While the company is yet to an-
nounce a price, it is believed that the car 
will go on sale for over $100,000, putting 
it far out of reach of the average consumer. 

ninTendo ‘swiTChes’ gaming

However, Faraday Future hopes this is just 
the stepping stone to more affordable cars. 
This is the strategy Tesla employed as 
they produced cars at increasingly lower 
costs until finally announcing the $35,000 
Model 3.

Virtual and augmented reality also 
had a strong presence at the trade show. 
Intel came to the event with a VR headset 

they are calling Project Alloy, which 
features cameras on the outside that will 
enable it to combine the real world with 
augmented reality for a more immersive 
game experience. While still an early 
prototype, the device signals a growing 
trend of consumer-oriented VR devices 
that hope to reshape how we experience 
the digital world. Icaros was another VR 
device that made an appearance at CES, 
offering an immersive full-body experi-
ence that lets you simulate flying while 
in VR. The device currently retails for 
$8,000, but as production costs decrease 
with time and more people start owning 
virtual reality headsets, we will see prod-
ucts like these retailing for much cheaper.

Outside of VR and new cars, the 
event was full of innovative new gadgets 

and products. A new startup by the name 
of Tanvas revealed a touchscreen capable 
of changing its texture to match what it 
displays. While it could be a long time 
before we see this technology imple-
mented in smartphones (if we ever do), 
the company is already partnering with 
the apparel company Bonobos to let cus-

tomers get a sense of the different 
clothing textures. The Coros Linx, 
another product at CES, is a $199 
bike helmet with bone-conducting 
speakers that make it safer to listen 
to music while biking. Instead of 
wearing earbuds, which can limit 
one’s hearing and make it harder 
to hear oncoming traffic, Coros’ 
bone-conducting speakers play 
music by vibrating your cheek-
bones to keep your ears free to 

h e a r other sounds. It also includes a 
remote that one can attach to handlebars 
and a mobile app. 

In the laptop world, Razer an-
nounced a new prototype gaming laptop 
named Project Valerie with three full dis-
plays that slide out from the main screen. 
While the device isn’t quite ready for 
market, the concept shows promise as a 
new kind of gaming laptop that will enable 
more advanced on-the-go gaming setups. 
Unfortunately, two of the prototype com-
puters were stolen from Razer at the event.

The 2017 Consumer Electronics 
Show brought with it a host of new gad-
gets and products that represent the direc-
tion of the technology industry over the 
upcoming years. Soon, we’ll see some of 
these products make it to market as new 
technology becomes cheaper and more 
readily accessible.

by Sulan Pathiranage
2016 was an extremely successful 

year for Nintendo, a company that was 
struggling for the past decade. Nintendo 
was able to produce a summer hit in 
its app, Pokémon Go, and make one 
of the best-selling toys of the holiday 
season, the mini NES Classic Edition. 
The company was also able to build 
anticipation for one of its consoles, the 
Nintendo Switch, despite the failure of 
its previous release. 

The Nintendo Switch teaser trailer 
was very successful in its goal to build 
anticipation for its console. Nintendo 
fans and critics alike were already 
making comparisons to the Wii, one of 
Nintendo’s most successful consoles, 
and to the Wii U, one of Nintendo’s 
failures. The Switch trailer showed a 
portable tablet that could be played 
on the go, such as on an airplane, and 
a more traditional home console that 
could be played on the television, while 
revealing that the Switch could do both. 

Following the success of the Wii, 
Nintendo had not made as many break-
throughs or hit consoles, except for the 
3DS. The Wii was able to reach a user 
base not tapped before: the casual gam-
ing crowd. The controllers provided 
a fun way to experience video games, 
and a large investment into gaming was 
not required as was with the Xbox or 
PlayStation.

Nintendo proceeded to make the 
Wii U, targeted for the same audience, 
but it did not have the same impact. 
Many of the same consumers had moved 
on to a sleeker, more modern smartphone 
for their casual gaming needs. Addition-
ally, the Nintendo fans that did buy the 

console found that it was limited in 
what it could do. The tablet could only 
be so far from the main console and the 
technology powering the console was 
aging, far behind Microsoft’s and Sony’s 
offerings. 

The consumers that bought the 
console usually did not buy it for the 
console itself; despite all of its console 
failures, Nintendo was still able to keep 
the polish and success of its in-house 
games. The console was bought as a way 
to play those games, from Splatoon, for 
children, to Bayonetta 2 for a mature 
audience. Nintendo owns some of the 
most beloved video game franchises, 
including Mario, The Legend of Zelda 
and Super Smash Bros. 

Nintendo has had a stellar time in 
the handheld console market, with the 
hit DS, to the more quieter success of 
the 3DS. The core of Nintendo’s base 
tends to be casual gamers and franchise 
fans, and the Switch addresses that. Its 
moderately powerful console cannot 
compare to the Xbox or PlayStation, 
but Nintendo’s consoles usually do not 
face much competition. Rather, Nin-
tendo faces the challenge of persuading 
consumers to buy a console from them, 
when better selections and specifications 
lie on other consoles. 

The Switch has had a better recep-
tion than the Wii U so far, and, from 
demonstrations, has an intuitive control 
scheme. The ad campaign has been well-
received, and the game titles at launch, 
while limited, are more interesting than 
the Wii U. The controls can be used in 
many different ways, including, albeit 
at a premium, as a traditional control-
ler, known as the Nintendo Switch 

rapp’s apps

Art by Andrea Valero

Duet Display
$9.99
iOS

by Ben Rapp
Many of us like to multitask. 

Unfortunately, this can sometimes be 
difficult on only one computer screen; 
but we cannot carry around 24-inch 
monitors with us when we leave our 
houses to work in school, in the li-
brary or anywhere else. Thankfully, a 
team of former Apple engineers have 
created a solution: Duet Display.

Duet Display is an app that 
allows users to use their iPads as 
a secondary screen. To use, simply 
download the computer app on a lap-
top and the iPad app, and connect the 
iPad to the computer with a lightning 
cable. With the app open on the iPad, 
the screen instantly changes into an 
additional monitor for your computer. 
This is extremely useful for all types 
of multitasking. For example, one 
can have an Internet browser such as 
Chrome or Safari open on one screen 
and Microsoft Word or Google Docs 
open on another, or a PDF open along-
side a Google Docs; the possibilities 
are endless. 

The Duet Display desktop app 
is compatible with all desktops and 
laptops running OS X 10.9 or newer, 
and Windows 7 or newer. The app will 
work on all iPads and iPhones running 
iOS 7 or newer. Unfortunately, the app 
is not available on Android phones or 
tablets.

With the recent release of the 
new MacBook Pro with Touch Bar, 
Duet has launched an option to use an 
iPad as a Touch Bar for older genera-
tions of the laptop. Inside apps, the 
iPad will have the same functional 
buttons that would show up if the app 
was running on the latest MacBook 
Pro. For example, users will be able 
raise the volume when listening to 
music, copy and paste in Microsoft 
Word and Google Docs, and brigthen 
the screen with a simple tap of their 
fingers. For messaging apps, emojis 
will be accessible as well. 

While this app is not free, it is 
definitely worth its price. The app 
retails for $19.99 but on the App Store 
it has been “50% off for a limited 
time” for many years now, leaving 
it at $9.99. This price enables users 
to download the app on all of their 
Apple devices using their Apple ID. 
Unfortunately, the app does not allow 
users to connect two devices to one 
computer simultaneously for a third 
screen. On top of the initial cost, there 
is an option for iPad Pro users known 
as “Duet Pro”. For an annual price 
of $19.99 numerous new features are 
unlocked, including a faster drawing 
response, multi-touch gestures and 
more. While many users are upset 
about having to pay annually for these 
features, the basic one-time purchase 
of the app works sufficiently for a vast 
majority of users. 

This is known as the best app 
for its purpose because it does not 
lag. According to Techcrunch, the app 
“feels like magic.”

Pro Controller. The ability to go from 
console mode to tablet mode might be 
well-received by children.

The games present at launch also 
show promise. In the tech demonstra-
tions of the game, one game that stood 
out was the Breath of the Wild, the latest 
entry into The Legend of Zelda fran-
chise. With improved graphics over the 
last entry, the game teasers have shown 
a promising story. The Legend of Zelda 
has been one of the best-selling series for 
Nintendo, and some analysts are going 
so far as to say that the new Zelda game 
will sell millions of Nintendo Switches. 

The Legend of Zelda is not the 
only game that is being praised; 1-2 
Switch is a party game produced by 
Nintendo that uses the motion sensors of 
the Switch’s controllers for interesting 
and unique party games, such as milking 
a cow. Splatoon 2 is shooter made for 
children, with ink-based guns that was 
released to positive reviews from both 
audiences and critics. 

The Nintendo Switch itself is 
expected to have a 720p display on 
its portable screen and a 1080p output 
for television. The tablet screen is 6.2 
inches and can last about six hours, 
depending on the how intense the game 
is. More technically, the Switch’s main 
processing power lies in the tablet, so 
that the tablet can be taken on the go 
with its full gaming power. It runs on a 
Nvidia Tegra processor. 

The Switch is scheduled to be 
released in March 2017, and with its 
third party support, moderate process-
ing power and its quality game selec-
tion, it is poised to become Nintendo’s 
latest hit. 

Art by Grace Browse
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Junior TableTs

iPhone Turns 10
by Evan Panzer

The Apple iPhone, since its incep-
tion in 2007, has grown to heights never 
expected. Nowadays, iPhones are every-
where you look! In fact, the iPhone is one 
of the most popularly purchased phones, 
clocking in at over 700 million phones 
sold by 2015. 

At the original launch keynote in 
2007, Steve Jobs famously explained that 
the new iPhone would be a combination 
of three products.

“A revolutionary mobile phone, a 
widescreen iPod with touch controls and 
a breakthrough Internet communications 
device with desktop-class email, web 
browsing, searching and maps - into one 
small and lightweight handheld device,” 
Jobs said.

Even today, the iPhone is very 
similar to the original model, still includ-
ing a touch screen, volume controls, a 
home button and a power on/off button. 
However, many more features have been 
added to this list, including a front facing 
camera, GPS capabilities, a faster and 
better looking screen and music stream-
ing. The iPhone has changed the way we 
communicate, making it faster and more 
efficient to talk to others. 

The first 10 years of iPhone tech-

nology have been outstanding, but what 
can we expect out of the next 10? Some 
techies believe that Apple will continue 
to make the device more simple and less 
cluttered. This would allow the device to 
be used more easily and by a wider range 
of people. Another prediction is that Apple 
will continue its trend of “connecting to 
everything” and creating a world of con-
nected smart devices and gadgets. Other 
ideas include deeper AI, wireless charging 
and VR capabilities. 

However, the future is not com-
pletely unknown. Recently, Apple got a 
patent for an OLED screen. This screen 
would consist of many OLEDs spaced to-
gether on a flexible surface, arranged with 
small gaps in between. This would allow 
for light sensors to pick up information 
from under the screen, or even allow for 
cameras, audio or notification lights to be 
installed underneath the screen. Basically, 
this would allow for a “bezel-free display,” 
meaning just a flat screen with no visible 
front facing camera or home button. 

However, just because a patent has 
been made does not mean that the tech-
nology will be used in upcoming models. 
Apple has created many strange patents 
that have never been used. Still, this gives 
consumers a chance to be excited for the 

possibility of a sleeker, 
full screen iPhone.

It is expected that 
Apple will unveil the 
new device in the fall, 
following the pattern of 
previous releases. Until 
then, we have plenty 
of time for rumors and 
leaks to set our expec-
tations for what many 
expect to be a revolu-
tionary new release.

“alexa, i wanT...”

by Ben Rapp
After suffering for two years with 

the Dell Venue 11 tablets, the juniors were 
finally upgraded. Although the Dell Venue 
11 tablets looked promising on paper, and 
the school administration should be com-
mended for trying a new type of computer, 
the new Lenovo Yoga 11e 2-in-1 laptops 
are much preferred by the class of 2018. 

“They are a million times better 
than the old tablets,” Lauren Dori ’18 
said. “They are quicker, easier to use 
and the keyboard is much better. They’re 
definitely going to attract more students.” 

The new Yoga laptop uses a 6th gen-
eration Intel Core i3 processor. Released 
in 2015, these are not the newest proces-
sors, but are a step up from the Intel Atom 
processor in the Venue. The new laptops 
also run Windows 10, Microsoft’s newest 
operating system, compared to the Win-
dows 8 running on the old tablets. Win-
dows 10 has better multitasking features 
and runs much smoother. However, the 
best feature that the new operating system 
brings to students is the Windows Ink 
Workspace. This feature gives students 
a blank virtual whiteboard to draw on as 
well as the option to sketch on the screen. 

But the biggest difference is the 
fact that the new devices are physically 
laptops. The Yoga laptops are 2-in-1 de-
vices that can be flipped into a tablet. This 
hardware is far superior to the Dell Venue 
tablets which had an attachable key-
board. The keyboard on the old devices 
constantly disconnected and required a 
device restart to work. The old keyboard 

was also very difficult to type on due to 
its flimsiness and required a flat surface. 
The Yoga can be used while standing and 
does not require a flat table underneath it. 

 “The new laptops are extremely 
useful, especially because they can be 
doubled as both a laptop and a tablet,” 
Winnie Xu ’18 said. “It makes taking 
notes a lot easier and will definitely be 
useful in all of my classes.”

The main complaints of students 
regarding the new laptops are the large 
size and weight, the small screen and 
the lack of a place to attach the pen. The 
screen is only 11 inches, yet the body is 
the size of a 13 inch laptop and the sleeve 
provided is large enough for a 14-inch 
device. However, many of the students 
are able to overlook these small problems 
and appreciate the new devices. Many 
students who have been bringing their 
Macs to school for the past two years 
are excited to finally have access to the 
student handout drive. 

“It is great not having to log into 
Citrix during every class,” James Ver-
schleiser ’18 said. “Now it is so much 
easier to access all of the files on the 
handout folder.” Others will continue to 
bring their personal computers because 
they are faster, lighter, bigger and allow 
all personal and school files and settings 
to be kept on one device.

All in all, the juniors are pleased 
with their new devices. The newer, more 
durable and faster laptops are a great re-
placement to the slow tablets they have 
had for our first two years of high school.

sPacex reTurns
by Brian Katz

SpaceX, a leading competitor in the 
space industry, has made many successful at-
tempts to place important satellites into orbit. 
Jan. 14 marked the date of their return into the 
industry, as they lifted 10 Iridium telephone 
satellites into Earth’s orbit. However, SpaceX 
is not done yet, as they hope to further the 
industry by using an upgraded rocket to lift a 
5.5-metric-ton satellite.  

SpaceX sought change after one of their 
most devastating launches last September, 
which caused a launch pad explosion, eventu-
ally destroying the rocket completely. This time, 
SpaceX engineers changed many procedures 
for the launch, adjusting so the event would not 
repeat itself. The prior disaster was most likely 
caused by cooled oxygen entering a helium tank, 
which triggered the rupture. To avoid this, the 
engineers loaded RP-1 kerosene fuel and the 
oxygen earlier to raise the temperature around 
the tanks of helium. With this adjustment, their 
229-foot rocket was able to launch without 
an issue. It followed its trajectory toward the 
southern direction, and detached each part 
properly. The rocket’s perfect design allowed it 
to generate enough thrust to climb into space. 
This successful launch and landing became the 
company’s seventh, but the landing was not the 
primary goal - sending the satellites into space 
was. After a series of burns made by the rocket, 
the satellites were released one after the other. 
This marked their entire procedure successful, 
bringing Iridium back to schedule the launch of 
another 70 satellites.

SpaceX has a long list of missions sched-
uled for the coming months. By late February, 
the company hopes to launch the EchoStar 23 

satellite into space from the Cape Canaveral 
launch site. This satellite weighs 5.5 metric tons, 
and will surely be a challenge for the company. 
To lift such a heavy object, all the lift capacity is 
needed from their rockets. SpaceX has multiple 
rockets to choose from, such as the Falcon 9, 
Block 5 and the Falcon Heavy, which are all 
capable of lifting such a heavy object. While 
the Heavy has been used previously for similar 
projects, the Block 5 is a new adjustment to 
their previous rocket, the Falcon 9. The Block 
5 seems to be the rocket that can maximize 
the potential of the Falcon 9. This new rocket 
is designed to increase performance, while al-
lowing for easy reuse. This means that it should 
be able to both lift the satellite and land. Even 
after the landing, the rocket can be used multiple 
times for launches dealing with similar tasks. 
According to Elon Musk, the founder and chief 
executive of SpaceX, the rocket features minor 
improvements to increase thrust and improved 
landing legs to ensure that the rocket will land 
properly. This new rocket is revolutionary and 
will make the challenge of lifting the EchoStar 
satellite less daunting.  

Right now, SpaceX seems ready for this 
next launch due to their previous successes. 
Their last launch on Jan. 14 marked a huge step 
for the company as they became more reliable 
after their last failures. Now, we must wait to 
see how this upcoming launch will go and 
hope that the EchoStar will be lifted properly 
into space. No one knows what the future may 
hold for the company, but there is a possibility 
that a launch in the future may re-introduce the 
Falcon Heavy, along with a whole host of other 
rockets designed to handle specific situations 
more easily.

by James Verschleiser
Amazon’s Echo is a revolutionary de-

vice that provides its users with a virtual assis-
tant. The assistant goes by the name Alexa, and 
can be used to order products from Amazon, 
answer questions, do simple calculations, tell 
users the news or weather and complete hun-
dreds of other simple tasks. Although released 
to the public on June 23, 2015, the Echo is still 
generating headlines today.

In current news, a fault with Echo has 
recently been discovered by a family of a six-
year-old girl. The girl asked Alexa to get her 
an expensive doll house with an $160 price 
tag, in addition to a four-pound box of sugar 
cookies. Magically, the products arrived at her 
front door two days later. No confirmation for 
the purchase was necessary, allow-
ing the young girl to buy these 
products on her parents’ credit 
card without their knowledge. 
Her mother was extremely 
surprised upon receiving the 
package, not to mention the 
bill. It is important to ask who is 
at fault in this situation and how this 
problem can be solved. If Amazon 
required you to enter your username and pass-
word before making a purchase then it would 
require users to use their phone or computer, 
as it would be impossible to enter passwords 
with uppercase letters, numbers and symbols 
using voice. Amazon’s only choice would be to 
remove this highly convenient feature, but that 
would lead to a decline in the product’s sale. 
Therefore, the blame should lie on the parents 
for not watching their child as diligently as they 
should have been. The child probably knew 
how to use the device because her parents 
taught her. Therefore, it is their responsibility 
to make sure that she is using it appropriately.

Another argument that has been mak-
ing headlines recently involves whether or not 
Amazon Echo recordings should be given to 

police and used in trial if it is believed that the 
device could help solve crimes. This question 
came up after Victor Collins was found floating 
dead in the hot tub of his friend, James Bates. 
There was evidence that it may not have been 
an accident, as believed at first, but rather a 
murder. Benton County Prosecuting Attorney 
Nathan Smith believes that it may be possible 
for the Echo to hold information relevant to 
the alleged murder. However, Bates’ defense 
attorney, Kimberly Weber, claims there is 
nothing that will help the case, and, therefore, 
Amazon is right in not releasing Bates’ private 
information.

The question of whether technology 
should be allowed to be brought 
into the courtroom and if com-
panies should give up private 
information has been one that 
has seen massive amounts 
of attention in recent years. 
For example, after the San 
Bernardino terrorist attacks, 
the FBI wanted Apple to un-

lock the suspect’s phone, but the 
company refused, claiming that it 

would be an invasion of privacy. This 
same principle has come up yet again in this 
case. Amazon too, claims that it guarantees its 
customers a right to privacy and will, therefore, 
not release this information to the authorities. 
The main reason that Amazon will not release 
the information is said to be that it might lead 
to a decrease in sales of the company’s devices. 
The prosecutors did have a search warrant, but 
Amazon said it does not consider it a “valid 
legal demand,” and will, therefore, not give 
the information up.

Although Alexa was released over a 
year ago, it still is raising headlines as the 
product becomes more mainstream. It will 
be interesting to track the development of 
Amazon’s new, exciting technology to see 
where it leads.

Art by Abigail Chen
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by Jackie Mazzeo
On Wednesday, Feb. 8, this 

year’s winter Little Theater produc-
tion of “Little Women” was phe-
nomenal. The play, written by Louisa 
May Alcott, sets a light hearted, 
innocent and playful stage that twists 
into a series of dramatic turns. While 
the audience was asked to sit back 
and relax, it was hard to relax during 
the intense and emotional scenes the 
students created for their audience.

The play is about four young 
women and takes place during the 
Civil War. The play begins during 
Christmas time and opens with the 
story of a mother, Marmee, and her 
four daughters, who face financial 
struggles because of the setbacks the 
war creates, including the fact that 
their father has gone again to join 
the war effort. The daughters worry 
about making this Christmas special, 
and here, their individual and unique 
personalities are omnipresent. Played 
by Elizabeth Maday ’17, Abby 
Lamdan ’17, Alex Romero ’18 and 
Sapir Riskovich ’17, each character 
expresses their individuality.

Jo, played by Maday, is intel-
ligent and bold and dreams of being 
a playwright. For this Christmas, 
she wishes for new books. Margaret, 
played by Lamdan, wishes for a new 
dress, and Beth, played by Romero, 
uses all the money she had saved to 
purchase her mother new slippers. 
Amy, played by Riskovich, is the 
youngest sibling whose age really 
reflects her dialogue. Their mother, 
Marmee, was played by Sofia Barone 
’18. Barone easily and successfully 
fulfilled the role of a responsible, car-
ing and sophisticated mother.

The student actors did a terrific 
job demonstrating the sisterly love 
that exists between the daughters. 
With giggles and tickles, the daugh-
ters’ love for each other is so believ-
able. Additionally, in one scene, as 
they huddle around to hear a letter 
from their father, the audience 

feels their eagerness. At this time, the 
title of the play is spoken. Their father 
writes that he cannot wait to see his 
“little women.”

Josh Jacobs ’18, Craig Sippin 
’17 and Evan Panzer ’18 played the 
role of three men -  Mr. Laurence, 
Theodore Laurence (nicknamed 
Laurie) and John Brooke - and spend 
Christmas with the four daughters. 
The interaction between these men 
and the daughters contribute to the 
play’s overall motif of the expecta-
tions and societal norms of women 
during the 1860s and years later. The 
time period is depicted delicately 
and the ideals of society are entirely 
attentive. The daughters’ Great Aunt 
March, played by Hailee Elias ’18, 
plays a stern, yet generous relative 
who notes that daughters Margaret 
and Jo will never marry. March feels 
Jo’s love for books is a disruption and 
overbears the qualities she is meant 
to convey as a women. Nevertheless, 
Jo’s wish to become a world famous 
author breaks these societal standards.

The play touches upon the 
conventions of institutions during this 
time. The colleges did not have ad-
mission open to women. Laurie says 
in the play what a “radical idea” it 
would be to have open admission. In 
this scene, Jo’s desire to attend a uni-
versity is introduced. The prevalent 
force pushing for women’s rights and 
women’s education is demonstrated 
sensationally in this production.

The character development 
throughout the play is remarkable, 
particularly for the character Laurie. 
Laurie plays the role of an accepting 
being who embraces the daughters’ 
individualities. He has a good heart 
that is accompanied by the sweet, 
innocent and childish behavior of the 
girls. Sippin did an excep-
tional job com-
municating his 

LittLe Women
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character to the audience. During one 
point of the play, the warmth on stage 
quickly changes with a steady oc-
currence of dramatic and frightening 
tragedy.

In one scene, the youngest 
daughter, Amy, pulls at the audience’s 
heart strings when she cries after 
being hit at school and is told it is too 
“difficult to education a girl.” This 
contributes to the observed pattern of 
gender discrimination that makes this 
play very sophisticated.

“The Hewlett Theater Company 
strives to bring a diverse and challeng-
ing season of shows each year to the 
school,” Dawn Demaio, the theatre 
teacher at Hewlett High School, said.

With the second act of the play, 
a majority of the focus shifts to Jo. 
Jo rejects the hand of marriage of 
someone whom she always seen as 
a brother, Laurie, and moves to New 
York to work as a governess with big 
dreams of publishing her own novel. 
After the tragic death of her sister 
Beth, Jo writes a novel about her 
family and childhood that is eventu-
ally published because of a friend she 
meets in New York, a professor from 
Berlin, played by Chris Rivera ’17. 
Professor Friedrich Bhaer gives Jo 
valuable advice about her writing, ex-
plaining the immense complexity of a 
character. In the end, Bhaer and Jo fall 
in love and marry. Jo’s novel is titled 
‘Little Women’ and the life of her late 
sister Beth lives on forever through 
Jo’s words.

A noteworthy quality of this pro-
duction was the stage setup and props. 
The play opens during Christmas time 
and there is a Christmas tree placed on 
the right side of the stage. The props 
used on stage, such as the furniture, 
not only establish a change in loca-
tion, but a change in time. Towards 
the middle of the play, to illustrate the 
passing of the year, the Christmas tree 
returns and returns again at the end of 
the play. More than three 

years passed 

within the play and it was evident 
because of the creative stage set up. 
Another compelling use of the stage 
was seen during one scene where half 
of the stage showed Beth at home 
with Margaret, while the other half of 
the stage showed Laurie and Amy in 
another location leaving home to go 
to Europe. Additionally, the shifting 
of lights helps narrate the story and 
adjust the audience’s attention.

Of course, lighting, sound and 
stage set up would not have been so 
riveting without student members Ka-
tie Giron ’17 and Rivera who served 
as student directing interns. Jessica 
Segarra ’18 and Natalie Piperno ’18 
worked as stage managers, along 
with their assistant managers, Shier 
Benhamou ’18 and Nick Marino ’18. 
In addition, Gabrielle Guagenti ’19, 
Stephanie Billharz ’19 and Sophie 
Abitbol ’18 were prop managers. 
Kalpita Chakote ’17 and Luis Na-
varro ’17 served as student production 
interns and Brianna Azimov ’17 took 
care of on-stage hair and makeup. 
Last but not least, the terrific lighting 
and sound team included Rachelle 
Mizrahi ’17, Ofek Preis ’19, Tyler 
Walter ’20, Jack Minzer ’20 and 
Adam Tzach ’20.  

Faculty involved includes Set 
Design/Construction Coordinator 
Jennifer Csorba and producers Marty 
Kilkenny and Ilene Gabel, as well as 
director DeMaio.

 Under the guidance of De-
Maio, the student actors did a terrific 
job.

“We work each scene moment 
by moment and develop characters,” 
DeMaio said. “Our rehearsals focus 
on how best to tell the story and sup-
port the script. The students have done 
an amazing job in bringing their char-
acters and this time period to life.”If 
you missed out on this remarkable 
production, make sure not to miss out 
on the Little Theater’s Winter Produc-
tion of “Mutually Assured Destruc-
tion” on April 27-29.

LittLe Women

Photo Contributions by Julia Grossman and Aimee Ding
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Sheeran ‘DiviDeS’ anD ConquerS the ChartS
by Eliana Berger 

Ed Sheeran’s year long hiatus 
had fans going crazy as they excitedly 
waited for new music. The star tweeted 
at the end of 2015 that he needed a break 
from phones and social media for a 
while to disconnect from technology 
and connect with reality. He told fans 
to expect him back with new music, the 
best he had produced so far. 

Nearing the end of the one year, 
Sheeran made his debut by partnering 
with UK’s popular television show “X-
Factor.” He wrote a single for the show’s 
winner, which quickly climbed to top 
10 on the charts. However, fans were 
not satisfied and continued to press for 
new music. 

In the beginning of 2017, Sheeran 
finally met his fans’ desires. Jan. 6 was 
a long awaited day for Ed Sheeran fans 
everywhere. He tweeted a video of 
himself holding up a sign that read 
“New music coming Friday!” This 
simple video went viral as fans 
stayed up all night or woke up 
early to listen to the new songs. 
“Shape of You” and “Castle on a 
Hill” were the two songs released. Both 
songs were said to be a teaser for his 
new album, “Divide.”

Both new songs are very unique 
and stand apart from his usual style. 
“Shape of You” reached No. 1 on Vo-
dafone’s Top 40 list within two days. 
The pop single is radically different 
from Sheeran’s other songs, as this one 
had a fast and catchy dance beat. His 

usual music includes calming acoustics, 
sweet vocals and soft chords. 

“I love both singles, but I can tell 
“Shape of You” was written more for 
radio than it was for Sheeran himself,” 
Jackie Mazzeo ’17 said. “The upbeat 
a n d  e l e c t r o - sounding mu-
sic is s o  d i f -

ferent 
from 

Sheeran’s original style 
that it makes me think the single was 
released only to capture a great audi-
ence. I think he was trying to achieve a 
more mainstream sounding ‘radio song’ 
because of their increasing popularity.”

“Castle on the Hill” was a little 
more reminiscent of his usual style, 
although it still would not fit into any of 
his older albums. Sheeran later released 

a music video for “Castle on the Hill” 
on Jan. 23. The single accompanied by 
the video explains Sheeran’s longing to 
be back home with his friends from his 
childhood, one of the reasons for his 
hiatus. The music video was filmed in 
Sheeran’s hometown, Framlingham in 
Suffolk, England, creating an authentic 
visual story. The video had 207,000 
views in just 20 minutes, and the single 
itself reached the No. 2 spot on the Top 
40 list. 

Sheeran was extremely thank-
ful for his fans and was very humbled 
at the incredible response his singles 
received, expressing his excitement in 
another tweet. 

“First off, what a week!” Sheeran 
said. “The reaction to my new singles 
has been absolutely mind-blowing and 
I can’t thank you enough.  My new 

album ÷ holds a very special 
place in my heart and I re-
ally believe this is my best 
work to date. I’ve been 
eager to get back and I 
couldn’t be more excited 
for March 3rd.”

His new album, “Divide” will 
contain 12 tracks, including the two 
pre-released songs. 

He continues to tease fans by 
tweeting sporadic quotes that could 
only be song lyrics and releasing lyric 
videos for “Shape of You” and “Castle 
on the Hill.” “Divide” will be released 
on March 3, and is already available 
for pre-order. 

Waiting for niCk’S final PiCk

Waitress
By Danielle Cohen

Pie. So much pie. The smell of it wafting 
about the theatre, ladies in waitress outfits 
wandering through the aisles, trying to sell 
little jars of it, the massive stage curtain a 
cherry pie. Even two 50-foot columns of 
rotating diner pie cases that framed the stage. 
It was sheer madness. 

As the curtain rises, the audience sees a 
woman in a waitress uniform standing center 
stage whilst a recording repeatedly and 
melodically incanted a basic recipe, and the 
women, the main character Jenna, played by 
Tony Award Winner, Jessie Mueller, begins 
to sing along with it. The audience is immedi-
ately introduced into a funny and supremely 
real universe with characters who support 
Jenna with their whimsical and humorous 
personas. 

In small scenes in the kitchen of the diner 
she works at, the audience gets a glimpse 
into the past and present life of Jenna who 
uses baking as a coping device to deal with 
the struggles in her life that she pushes away. 
Poignant metaphors and life lessons are clev-
erly folded into these pie-making sequences. 
These segments, along with most others, 
move along by songs that are easy to listen to. 
Granted, the music is nothing revolutionary 
or particularly innovative yet it suits the story 
in style and meaning. This style of theater 
is necessary to be on Broadway every few 
years in order to maintain a more mainstream 
audience who can appreciate a musical score 
with a pop style and a storyline that is simple 
to connect to. 

Transitions between scenes and settings 
are slightly clunky in that they are not clever 
in any way. When a scene or song comes 
to an end, the actor just turns and walks off 
stage. Despite this minimal awkwardness, the 
staging is primarily good; the use of ordinary 
diner objects such as pie carts and condi-
ment containers are specifically hilarious. 
Additionally, the countertop where all of the 
special pies are made is an interesting way to 
show the inner workings of Jenna’s mind. 

Of the whole show, there are two mo-
ments that stuck in my mind. Christopher 
Fitzgerald, three time Tony nominee, plays 
the character Ogie who in his solo in the 
first act, “Never Ever Getting Rid of Me” 
single-handedly steals the show. Suffice to 
say, within this less-than-three-minute song, 
this man Irish step dances, sings operatically 
and completes several gymnastic jumps and 
leaps. It is sheer craziness and the crowd 
goes positively wild. The other awe-striking 
moment is the scene in which Jenna belts 
out “She Used to Be Mine.” This moment 
is epically heartbreaking and strikes a chord 
of empathy within each viewer. This song, 
popularized by the show’s composer Sara 
Bareilles, is given layers of pent up emo-
tion from Jenna that result in her release of 
her past self and an entrance into her bright 
future. This is a moment in the theatre I do 
not think I will ever forget.

“Waitress” is a heartwarming and some-
what new musical with great acting, singing 
and staging that was created, written, com-
posed and produced by an all-female crew. 
What is there not to love?  If you are looking 
for a fun night in Manhattan with your family 
or friends, make sure “Waitress” is on your 
list of things to see! 

by Ashley Yevdosin
Goodbye Monday night foot-

ball, hello Bachelor Mondays! This 
season of “The Bachelor” kicked off 
on Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. Leading up to the 
season premiere, skepticism immedi-
ately surrounded Bachelor Nick. With 
season 20 being Nick’s fourth time 
on a Bachelor show, viewers were 
skeptical of his intentions. In seasons 
10 and 11 of “The Bachelorette,” as 
well as season three of “Bachelor in 
Paradise,” Nick was portrayed as the 
villain. This season is Nick’s chance 
to clear the air and finally find love. 

The season premiered with 30 
dramatic, nervous and beauti-
ful women anxiously step-
ping out of a limousine in 
hopes of finding love. 
One by one, the women 
gave it their all to leave 
the best first impression. 
Danielle L was the first to 
walk out. Bachelor Nation, 
the self-proclaimed fans of 
the show, have a theory that the 
first woman to walk out of the limo 
is the last woman standing in the end. 
It’s love at first sight in the Bach-
elor world. In the past two seasons, 
winners Lauren Bushnell and Jordan 
Rodgers both were the first to walk 
out of the limo in their respective 
seasons. 

In the first few episodes, Nick 
offers his opinions on each girl  after 
they enter the Bachelor Mansion. For 
Corinne, he said, “She’s cute.” For 
Vanessa, he said, “That’s a keeper.” 
For Raven, he said, “Really cute 
voice.” These compliments shows 
Nick’s excitement to meet the love of 

his life.
Each contestant came up with 

their own unique entrance that they 
hoped would catch Nick’s eye. For ex-
ample, Josephine brought a book that 
had a hot dog inside it and opened it 
up for Nick.

“You’re a wiener in my book,” 
Josephine said.

Then, Josephine asked if they 
could do Lady & the Tramp with the 
hot dog, each taking a bite out of the 
end. Alexis was the last limo en-
trance. She wore a shark costume all 
night, even though she insisted she 

was a dolphin. Everyone, including 
Nick, made sure to tell her that she 
was wearing a shark costume every 
chance they had. Her intro?

“I dolphinately can’t wait to talk 
to you inside,” Alexis said.

It’s quite clear that this season 
holds an outrageous mixture of per-
sonalities. 

Midway through the episode, 
Nick was confronted with an unprec-
edented surprise; a past one night 
stand showed up to see if things could 
work out a second time around. Liz, 
a woman who Nick met at a former 

Bachelor couple’s wedding, rejected 
Nick initially when he asked her for 
her phone number after their one 
night stand. Liz felt as though she 
made a mistake and came back to 
fight for Nick’s heart. 

As the women walked in and got 
to know each other a little more, the 
fight to win Nick’s heart began. As 
each contestant tried to get their own 
one-on-one time with him, the claws 
started to come out. Corrine had a 
bold approach and gifted Nick a bag 
of tokens. Rachel was the first to talk 
to Nick and certainly left a lasting 

impression. Liz then 
stole Nick’s attention 
and continued their 
conversation about 

how they met. Nick was 
hesitant and curious as 

to why Liz had chosen 
not to get in contact 
with him ever since 
their initial meeting. 
Their conversation was 

interrupted, which left 
Liz with unanswered questions. 

As the night came to an end, 
Rachel was the lucky one, having re-
ceived the first impression rose. Nick 
was attracted to her personality as 
well as her confidence in herself. As 
the rose ceremony started, the women 
nervously waited to receive a rose. 
From 30 to 22, Nick narrowed down 
his search to find the one. 

This season is sure to be full 
of tears, drama and heartbreak, but 
hopefully Nick will be able to find 
love in the end. Tune in every Mon-
day night at 8 p.m. to follow Nick’s 
journey to find the one.

Photo contributions by Julia Grossman
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An UnfortUnAte SerieS
by Imogen Castro

The beloved children’s books, “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events,” written 
by Daniel Handler under the pen name 
Lemony Snicket, have been turned 
into a dark comedy drama television 
series. The Netf lix-orig-
inal show, developed by 
Mark Hudis and Barry 
Sonnenfeld, adapts the 
first four books over the 
span of eight episodes.  

T he  se r ie s  t e l l s 
the story of the Baude-
laire children, three or-
phaned siblings whose 
parents apparently died 
in a myster ious f i re. 
This death is the first in 
a series of unfortunate 
events for the Baude-
laire children, as they 
are forced to live with a 
variety of their distant 
relatives, moving from home to home.

The brilliant Baudelaires – played 
by Malina Weissman, Louis Hynes and 
the adorable Presley Smith – must re-
peatedly protect their inheritance from 
the murderous Count Omar, played by 
Neil Patrick Harris. Each time they 
meet a new guardian, Omar follows, in 
a number of ridiculous disguises that 
fool everyone but them. 

A diverse, all-star cast portrays 
the many inept adults they encounter 
on their journey, including K. Todd 

Freeman, Cleo King, Joan Cusack, Sara 
Canning, Aasif Mandvi, Alfre Wood-
ard, Catherine O’Hara, Don Johnson 
and Rhys Darby. The cast also includes 
Cobie Smulders and Will Arnett as the 
mysteriously labeled Mother and Father 

and Patrick Warburton 
as the narrator and fic-
titious author, Lemony 
Snicket.  

Although the 2004 
film adaptation, starring 
J i m Ca r rey,  received 
positive reviews, plans 
for a sequel fell through. 
Car rey’s  loss  i s  Har-
ris’s gain, as he brings 
new life and humor to 
the character of Count 
Omar. “A Series of Un-
for tunate Events” is a 
unique and quirky show 
that is funny, suspense-
ful and visually stun-

ning. Each episode leaves viewers 
wanting more, fearing what unfortu-
nate event will come next and wonder-
ing if the Baudelaires will ever find out 
what really happened to their parents. 
It is creepy in the best way and makes 
murder and treachery downright en-
joyable! 

Season 1 is currently available on 
Netf lix. The series has been renewed 
for a second season, which will adapt 
books five through nine of the thirteen-
book series. 

Golden GlobeS WinnerS neW MUSeUM
by Gabby Barnes

This year marked the 74th Golden 
Globe Awards. The annual awards show 
was broadcasted live from the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
on Jan. 8. Jimmy Fallon, best known 
as the television host of 
the Tonight Show, was ap-
propriately granted the op-
portunity to present the 
ceremony. 

G o l d e n  G l o b e s 
s u b m i s s i o n s  b e g a n 
in October 2016 and 
the process continued 
through December.

F r o m  d r a m a  t o 
comedy, the Golden Globes 
acknowledges and honors 
the best in f i lm and 
television. Some mov-
ies that were nominated 
include “Moonl ight ,” 
“Manchester in the Sea,” 
“Zootopia,” “Finding Dory” 
and “Nocturnal Animals.” 
Casey Aff leck won Best 
Performance by an Actor 
for his main role in “Man-
chester by the Sea,” Isabelle Huppert 
won Best Performance by an Actress 
for her role as Michèle Leblanc in the 
French film, “Elle.” 

However, the stars of the night 
were featured in the movie “La La 
Land.” Starring Ryan Gosling and Emma 
Stone, “La La Land” is a romantic mu-
sical comedy-drama about the intimate 
relationship between a jazz musician 
and an aspiring actress. The motion 
picture won all seven of the awards it 
was nominated for: Best Motion Picture 

(musical or comedy), Best Director, Best 
Screenplay, Best Score, Best Original 
Song and numerous acting awards for 
its leading actors.

“La La Land deserved all the 
awards they recieved that night,” Sammy 

Stern ’17 said. 
Meryl Streep, a re-

nowned actress who was 
also nominated for Best 
Performance by an Ac-
t ress for her role in 
“Florence Foster Jen-
kins,” won the Cecil B. 
DeMille Award. This 

distinct trophy recogniz-
es people who have made 

considerable achievements 
and contributions to the 
entertainment indus-
try. During her accep-

tance speech, she criti-
cized President Donald 

Trump for his campaign 
rhetoric and for him mocking 

a disabled reporter. 
“It was that moment 

when the person asking to 
sit in the most respected 

seat in out country imitated a disabled 
reporter,” Streep said. “Someone he 
outranked in privlege, power and the 
capacity to fight back.”

Many were astonished by her 
boldness and it later became the topic 
of various news channels. Trump said 
he was not surprised with the criticism 
from ‘liberal movie people.’

The Golden Globes was an event-
ful night that proved to be a completely 
entertaining night filled with wonderful 
laughter and quite a bit of drama.

By Sam Bognadov
Located within an eight-story, Jap-

anese-designed modern building in the 
heart of New York City, the New Museum 
embodies its “new” name, despite being 
founded in 1977. The New Museum is a 
tucked-away artist’s landmark in NYC, 
Manhattan’s only dedicated contempo-
rary art museum. 

The museum contains a variety of 
different exhibitions, all of which only 
stay in the museum for a limited time, 
maintaining the “new” name of the 
museum. As such, the museum offers 
memberships to those interested, grant-
ing them early access to the latest and 
greatest in contemporary art. Exhibitions 
are displayed on a three to four month 
cycle, creating considerable variety for 
an art museum, which tend to be known 
for signature pieces that never leave the 
museum as opposed to constantly chang-
ing works.

The New Museum also hosts a 
variety of events, further adding to its 
ever-changing nature. These events are 
not all art-based either, with past and 
planned events being focused on virtual 
reality (VR), social issues, public ser-
vitude, professional development and 
other family-friendly 
programs. 

T he  New Mu-
seum is also unique 
in that it has a digital 
archive of over 6,000 
p ie c e s  wh ich  h ave 
come through the mu-
seum. Each piece con-
tains not only the piece 
itself as it was seen in 
the museum, but also 

descriptions linked to it that further the 
online viewing experience.

Current exhibitions include works 
by renowned Brazilian artist Jonathas 
de Andrade, A.K. Burns, and Heather 
Phillipson. The exhibit by Andrade is the 
first time the Brazilian artist’s work has 
been put on display in the United States 
and considering just how promising his 
career is shaping up to be, it is set to be 
the first of many to be seen not only at 
the New Museum, but at museums all 
across the nation. Burns’ exhibition 
continues her line of serial artwork on 
theater, philosophy and other subjects 
that are frequently overlooked by artists. 
Last but not least, Heather Phillipson’s 
work is a series of videos, instead of 
paintings or other still works of art. As 
such, it is part of the New Museum’s 
Screen Series, a division of the museum 
which is devoted to presenting contem-
porary videography works.

By providing this constant inf lux 
of events as well as exhibitions, the 
New Museum has established itself not 
only as a contemporary art museum in 
the heart of New York City, but also as 
a multi-varied event space and modern 
leader in among art museums. 

By Rachel Miller
“Fences,” directed by Denzel 

Washington,  lef t  fans leaving the 
theater wanting more. Based on 
the screenplay “Fenc- e s ”  b y 
August Wilson, the m o v i e 
depicts the life of an Af r ican-
American sanitation w o r k -
er,  Troy Maxson 
played by Denzel 
Washington,  in 
1 9 5 0 s  P i t t s -
burgh, PA. 

M a x -
s o n  w a s 
a  p h e -
n o m e n a l 
b a s e b a l l 
p l a y e r  i n 
his prime. 
By the time 
t h a t  A f r i -
c a n - A m e r - i c a n s  w e r e 
permi t ted  to  p lay  on  major 
league baseball teams, Maxson 
was deemed too old to have the 
opportunity to play in the major 
leagues. Maxson then decides that 
his son, Cory, played by Jovan 
Adepo, should not have any opportunity 
to thrive athletically because Maxson 
was deprived of equal opportunities 
when he was younger. This causes a 
divide between Maxson and his wife, 
Rose Maxson (Viola Davis), as Rose 
believes that her son should be able to 
play football and that Troy should not 

‘fenceS’ Hit A HoMerUn
deny their son the chance to succeed. 

Troy a lso  s t ruggles  wi th  his 
brother, Gabe, who is an injured war 
veteran and is now mentally unstable. 
Troy also has to support his older son, 
who is a struggling musician, and he 
later has to support his daughter. 

Overall ,  the movie created 
teary eyes in the theater at the 

disappointing, but fulfilling 
ending. Racking up almost $50 
million in box office sales and 

earning a 95 percent rating 
on “Rotten Tomatoes,” 

most fans raved about 
this movie. However, 
the alternative opin-
ion  of  o ther  fans 
was that this movie 
would have been 
best off st icking 
to the stage and 
not  the screen. 

“Fences” seems 
to  be  an  ex-
cellent fit for 

a play, not 
so much a 
m o v i e , 

be- cause the majority 
of the movie’s setting was in the Max-
son’s backyard.

Overall, the majority of fans loved 
“Fences.” While some thought highly of 
the movie, they still believed that the 
story should stick to a screenplay and 
not a script.

Art by Bharvi Charve
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students audition and receive musical 
lessons and learn more about music. 
Shapira has also been a part of the Fat 
Cat Afro Cuban Jazz Orchestra, the 
Nassau-Suffolk Jazz Orchestra, the All 
State Jazz Band and All County Division 
5 Jazz Band. The musician is also a part 
of Hofstra University’s Jazz Orches-
t r a  a n d 
will par-
t i c i p a t e 
i n  t h e 
L i n c o l n 
C e n -
t e r  Ja z z 
Y o u t h 
Program 
this year. 
Although 
he is very 
g r a t ef u l 
t o  p a r -
t i c i p a t e 
in all of 
these ac-
tivities, the Manhattan School of Music 
Precollege Program is Shapira’s favor-
ite program.

“The Manhattan School of Music 
Precollege Program is the best program 
because there are so many amazing 
musicians,” Shapira said. “I am also 
learning a lot about jazz theory and 
composition.”

In addition to learning the drums, 
Shapira also loves the genre of jazz. 
According to Shapira, jazz is a difficult 
genre to grasp; however, it is the genre 

IannI Is MultI-talented
by Leila Xu

What does it mean to be an outstand-
ing teacher? The obvious factors include the 
ability to instruct and discipline. However, 
it also means being able to encourage stu-
dents to take on new challenges. Although 
this may not be prioritized in all classes, as 
teachers have different methods of teaching, 
Lisa Ianni, a Foreign Language teacher at 
George W. Hewlett High School, effortlessly 
demonstrates many qualities of an effective 
teacher both in the classroom and through 
extracurriculars. 

After receiving her degree at Queens 
College, Ianni received her Bachelor’s De-
gree in Italian Education. Following that, 
she received a second teaching certification 
in Spanish. This May, she is expected to 
graduate with her Masters of Education in 
Literacy. 

Hewlett High School offers various 
foreign languages for students to explore, 
including Spanish, French, Mandarin Chi-
nese, Sign Language and Italian. Ianni has 
taught Italian and Spanish in Hewlett High 
School since the September of 2014. Not 
only do her students learn to communicate 
in the language, but they also have the op-
portunity to learn more about the diversity 
and unique customs of the world.

“Signorina Ianni has been so influen-
tial in my school year so far,” Emily May ’18 
said. “Not only is she a great teacher but she 
is a genuinely good person as well. She has 
made taking on a fourth language so easy for 
me due to her superb teaching style. I am so 
glad to have gotten her as a teacher this year 
and she has taught me a lot. She has had a 
great influence on all her students and I can’t 
wait to continue to learn from her class.”

shapIra steals the show
by Janna Bickoff

George W. Hewlett High School is 
home to many musically talented stu-
dents. These students have a knack for 
singing, playing different instruments 
and learning about different musical 
genres.  Michael Shapira ’17 is one 
Hewlett High School student who is 
widely known by students and faculty 
as a passionate and talented drummer 
and jazz musician. 

Shapira began his musical career 
in the fifth grade when his elementary 
school band teacher Lisa Coles selected 
the drums as the instrument he would 
lear n in school.  Soon enough, the 
drums became a perfect match for the 
musician, as he continued to learn how 
to play during his time as a student at 
the Woodmere Middle School.

It was not until his years of high 
school that Shapira’s love for drums 
truly ignited. In ninth grade, Shapira 
began par ticipating in music camps 
and lea r n ing u nder  Hewlet t  High 
School band teacher James Dragovich, 
which has truly helped him develop as 
a musician. 

“Band camp is a great experience 
where I get to connect with a lot of 
other musicians my age from all of the 
country,” Shapira said.

Aside f rom band camp, Sha-
pira has participated in other programs 
throughout high school. Currently, he 
participates in the Manhattan School 
of Music Precollege Program, which 
is an all-day Saturday program where 

Ianni’s classroom environment is a 
fun one. Ianni uses programs such as Kahoot 
to make the classroom more interactive.

With the help of a foreign language 
teacher in Woodmere Middle School, Ianni 
contacted a teacher in Italy to set up a pen 
pal program.

“I enjoy the 
pen pal program be-
cause it is very in-
teresting to speak to 
a student in Italy.” 
Mychael Schnell 
‘17 said. “In addi-
tion, it is a fun way 
to practice writ-
ing in Italian and 
to learn about the 
Italian culture.

Ianni’s Ital-
ian 3R class recent-
ly spent a long time 
on an art unit. This 
led Ianni to plan a 
trip to the Metro-
politan Museum of 
Art to look at the 
art they recently 
learned about.

Aside from 
teaching, Ianni is also involved in 
extracurricular activities within our school. 
During her first year of teaching, she was 
asked to be the advisor of the Multicultural 
Club, a club that teaches students about 
different cultures from around the world 
through mutual teaching and learning. En-
thusiastically, she took the position. 

“I was so excited to be able to learn 
about the different cultures that are pres-

ent amongst our students,” Ianni said. 
“Preparing for the first Multicultural Night 
was hectic since it was my first time, but 
with the amazing help from the students 
and staff members in the World Language 
Department and school, it was a huge suc-
cess. Every year I look forward to watching 

the students’ per-
formances since it 
is evident that the 
students who par-
ticipate have a love 
for their heritage 
and culture and wish 
to display it to all 
the members of the 
community.” 

F o r  t h e 
months leading up 
to Mult icultu ral 
Night, the students 
prepare under the 
leadership of Ianni. 
Members of the the 
Hewlett-Woodmere 
district are invited to 
attend to watch per-
formers take turns 
presenting different 
works of art from 

their culture, such as 
dances, poetry or songs on the special night. 
These performances are followed by a din-
ner hosted in the cafeteria, featuring cuisines 
from different countries. Attendees simulta-
neously learn about the many cultures and 
countries presented and develop a deeper 
appreciation for our school’s diversity as 
they taste the cultures of the world. 

Because of Ianni’s dedication and 

work in Multicultural Club as well as 
preparation for Multicultural Night, many 
students have been inspired by the world 
surrounding them.

“Multicultural Club is a great way to 
meet new people and learn more about the 
cultures around the world,” Lina Elkoulily 
’18 said. “I have been in the club for two 
years and it’s been a really interesting and 
rewarding experience. I have developed 
a deeper understanding for the different 
cultures and lifestyles around me and I am 
grateful for the chance to learn more about 
them.”

Ianni enjoys being a teacher because 
she can make a difference and encourage 
her students to try new things. She is very 
ambitious and has developed many aspira-
tions for her students. One of her main goals 
is to be able to influence her students in a 
positive way and leave a lasting impact on 
their lives.

“I hope my students make connec-
tions with what they study and learn in the 
classroom and apply it to their real world ex-
periences,” Ianni said. “I hope my students 
continue studying culture and language.” 

Ianni has recently been engaged to her 
fiancé Kris as of November of 2016, and the 
wedding is expected to be in July of 2018. 

When she is not teaching, Ianni values 
spending time with friends and family. She 
also makes time to shop, watch foreign films 
and movies, as well as go into the city to see 
Broadway shows. 

Ianni’s dedication and encouragement 
is undoubtedly something to be admired. 

“Never give up,” Ianni said. “I hope 
all the students in the high school strive for 
their dreams and work to achieve them.”

in which many great drummers, such 
as Steve Gadd and Steve Smith, began 
their careers.

Shapira also enjoys jazz music 
from the Bebop era, which includes 
drummers Philly Joe Jones, Max Roach 
and Kenny Clarke. Out of all the drum-
mers he listens to, Shapira’s favorite mu-

sician is 
K e n n y 
W a s h -
i n g t o n 
because 
h e  h a s 
i n f l u -
e n c e d 
S h a -
p i r a ’ s 
love for 
d r u m s 
a n d 
j a z z 
m u s i c 
signifi-
cantly.

“I study with him [Kenny Wash-
ing ton]  now,” Shapi ra  sa id .  “T he 
amount of music he knows is incred-
ible, and he also knows and extensive 
amount of jazz history.”

Additionally, Shapira has found 
Dragovich a great inf luence as on his 
skills as a  musician.

Shapira’s dedication towards the 
drums and jazz has paid off. Since 2013, 
he has been a part of the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, and he won the Out-
standing Music Musician Award, which 

is selected by faculty for dedication in 
the music department. Just in 2016, Sha-
pira won the George Eastman Award, 
the Arion Music Award and the Young 
Leaders Award, which is an award for 
leadership, academic excellence and in-
volvement in extracurricular activities. 
Shapira also received a “Who’s Who 
in Music” plaque, which is given to a 
select few talented Hewlett High School 
musicians each year. Hewlet t High 
School students and faculty can see his 
plaque proudly hung in the music wing 
with other plaques from past years. Ad-
ditionally, Shapira won the YoungArts 
Award this year.

In addition to all of his achieve-
ments, Shapira feels a great sense of 
pride when playing the drums and jazz 
music.

“It [playing music] feels good 
most of the time when I am playing with 
good musicians and quite powerful,” 
Shapira said. “A lot of times it stinks 
to practice but it is worth it because it 
improves my playing and I am inspired 
by music masters who have practiced 
hours upon end to master their craft.”

Aside from playing music, Sha-
pira enjoys working out, specifically 
doing Crossfit. Still, music is his pri-
ority, and he plans on majoring in jazz 
performance during the next four years. 

Shapira’s musical talents depict 
his uniqueness as a high school student. 
Even more, with his enduring dedica-
tion and experience, he is destined for 
success throughout college and beyond. 

Photo Contributions by Michael Shapira

Photo Contributions by Lisa Ianni
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by Lindsay Cohn
We are now living in a time 

where finding a way to get from 
place to place is right at our fingertips 
through Uber, an innovative transpor-
tation company. Developed in 2009, 
Uber has become the world’s most 
valuable startup. 

Uber started out with an app that 
allowed people to request superior 
black cars in a few cities. Now, Uber 
is used in 538 cities around the world 
and is the most used taxi app in 108 
countries. Uber is the dominant taxi 
app in all of North America, as well 
as most of Europe, Africa and South 
America. 

Uber is known for its conve-
nience and cost-efficiency. Since Uber 
is connected with the user’s credit 
card, having cash when requesting an 
Uber is unnecessary, and tips are also 
not required. Additionally, the Uber 
app’s simplistic design makes put-
ting in the desired destination and car 
choice fast and easy. 

There are different types of Uber 
cars that the user can choose from. 
UberX is the smallest option, typically 
fitting up to four passengers. UberXL 
is made for larger groups of up to 6 

people. UberSelect gives the users the 
highest-rated drivers in luxury cars at 
an affordable price. Every UberSe-
lect vehicle fits up to 4 people.Uber-
BLACK is most similar to the original 
Uber, as there are professional driv-
ers driving stylish vehicles. Finally, 
UberSUV provides parties with up to 
7 people with high-capacity ride by a 
professional driver. 

Following the submission of a 
request for the pickup, the app pro-
vides a picture of the driver, his or her 
license plate number, an estimated 
time of arrival (ETA), an estimated 
price for the trip and the ratings of that 
specific driver. 

Uber is useful for teenagers any-
where who do not have their licenses 
yet and have parents who are unable to 
drive them places.

“Knowing that I can use Uber to 
get myself from place to place when 
my mom cannot drive me makes life 
so much easier,” Sydney Feldman ’18 
said. “I never have to worry about not 
being able to go somewhere when my 
mom is not around anymore.” 

Teens can readily carpool with 
each other using Uber’s feature known 
as Split Fare. When requesting the 

Uber, all the user has to do is select 
which contacts they want to split their 
fare with. All of the members must 
have the Uber app and be registered 
with a credit card. Rather than having 
to manually figure out how to split the 
price of a cab when travelling with 
groups of people, Split Fare splits the 
cost among the amount of people in-
volved automatically through the app.

Another feature useful for car-
pooling is called UberPOOL. Uber-
POOL allows passengers traveling in 
a similar direction to split the price for 
an Uber. These passengers do not need 
to know each other. Instead, they just 
need to have that feature selected, and 
the app will find people who need to 
get to around the same destination. 

UberEATS is popular in New 
York City, as this feature allows users 
to order food from restaurants and 
have it directly delivered by Uber. 
The average time for the order is 30 
minutes from start to finish and the 
price includes the cost of the food and 
delivery. People do not have to worry 
about going out to get their food on a 
bad-weather day.

UberEATS recently expanded 
their service into Nassau County, 

allowing people in certain areas of 
Nassau to order food from their favor-
ite restaurants and get it delivered to 
their houses. Uber is also popular on 
college campuses, as most students do 
not have their cars on campus. Uber 
can take students from class to class 
if they are far apart, or take a group of 
people somewhere off campus that is 
not accessible by walking. 

Uber is not only convenient for 
the passengers, it also contributes to 
the creation of jobs. It is very easy to 
get a job through Uber. Uber employ-
ees are able to create their own sched-
ules and drive whenever they wish to. 
This gives employees leniency and 
allows for more people to have at least 
a part-time job.  

Uber is becoming the main 
source of carpooling for people 
throughout the nation. Uber’s cost 
is feasible for teenagers to pay, and 
the features it offers are unbeatable. 
Not many taxi services provide ways 
to split the cost of the trip, or allow 
people in different groups to use the 
same car if they are going to similar 
locations. Uber is ubiquitious, a facet 
of our world so common that it has 
become a verb. 

Let’s Uber somewhere!



After Hours SPECTRUM Wednesday, February 15, 201718

by Lindsay Cohn 
At a time when politics and polit-

ical figures are at the forefront of news, 
social media outlets and our daily con-
versations, Hewlett Model Congress, 
George W. Hewlett High School’s de-
bate club, was just awarded “best del-
egation” not only once, but at their last 
two Congress meetings on December 
16 and 17 and January 20 and 21.

As one of Hewlett High School’s 
largest clubs, Model Congress is able 
to successfully participate in many 
“Congresses.”  Called United Model 
Congress, the  gatherings consist of 
students, called “delegates” from 
Hewlett, Lawrence, Oceanside, East 
Meadow, Long Beach, Herricks, New 
Rochelle and the Tri-District (Tri-D), 
which is made up of Wantagh, Sea-
ford and JFK Bellmore. The club also 
meets periodically to prepare for their 
upcoming Congresses.

The delegates debate hot top-
ics that range from politics to teen is-
sues. Hewlett’s delegates also cheer 
and help plan Congresses by writ-
ing bills, clerking and running com-
mittees. There are approximately 15 
committees at each Congress with at 
least 15 students in each. These com-
mittees are separated based on topics. 
Committee sessions are around 30-45 
minutes with 30 bills to be discussed. 
Students to learn how to speak in front 
of others on their opinions and how to 
listen to others’ opinions and accept 
them. 

The goal of Model Congress is 
to give students experience on how to 
interact with issues in society on the 
federal, state and local levels. Awards 
are given out for outstanding skills 
within committees, as well as in the 
full session. 

Hewlett Model Congress is led 
by advisors Joseph 
Zarodkiewicz and 
Deirdre Chambers 
and Executive Board 
members including 
General Chair, Bian-
ca Yenna ’17; Asso-
ciate General Chair, 
Seth Laskin ’18; Up-
per Delegate Chair, 
Shayna Khaymovich 

Model Congress is a Model onCe More

tival, allows girls in the community to 
look up to successful young women in 
STEM.”

In addition to qualifying for the 
regional tournament, Innovo also won 
the Rockwell Collins Innovate Award, 
which is given to the team that most 
strongly displays the ability to think 

outside the box. Innovo created the 
most innovative robot design out of all 
the teams that participated in the com-
petition.

“Innovo is my family, and I love 
the team,” Sagar  Chinnappala ’17, the 
Head of Outreach on Innovo said. “We 
cry, we laugh and we cheer together. 
Winning these awards are just a testa-
ment to our abilities as a group. I am so 
grateful to be a part of this team for the 

robotiCs gears up for the Challenge
by Kayley Ragazzini

The Robotics Club at George W. 
Hewlett High School is one of the many 
clubs that are offered to students to fos-
ter learning, innovation and teamwork. 
Robotics’ three teams, Bionica 7120, 
Innovo 5477 and Roboboogie 3540, 
participated in their first qualifier for 
the FIRST Tech Challenge on Jan. 8 at 
Lynbrook Senior High School. Bionica 
and Innovo qualified for the Regional 
Tournament located at Smithtown on 
Feb. 11. After a second competition on 
Jan. 28 at Syosset High School, Robo-
boogie advanced to the Regional Tour-
nament as well. 

The competition consists of a 
game with tasks such as shooting wif-
fle balls, picking up and raising a large 
exercise ball and pushing colored “bea-
cons.” Each team strives to complete 
as many tasks as possible in an allotted 
time frame in order to win points.

Each of the teams prepared for 
the events by spending Fridays to-
gether in the science wing of Hewlett 
High School. Team members worked 
on different aspects that were individu-
ally crucial to the development of the 
robots and preparation for the competi-
tion, including business, art, outreach, 
programming and building.

Bionica received the Connect 
Award at the first qualifier, as well as 
placing 6th out of 30 teams. This strong 

showing allowed them to advance to 
the next level. This award indicates a 
strong connection between the team 
and the local STEM community. Bion-
ica strives to promote girls in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math 
(STEAM) and to break gender stereo-
types in these fields. 

“I, in combination with Michelle 
Gaykov [’17], lead the all-girls team 
named Bionica,” Sophia Giordano ’17  
said. “As a female in STEM, I believe 
it’s crucial to encourage young girls to 
follow their interests in STEM and not 
be intimidated by the traditionally male-
dominated field. I think organizing 
community events, such as STEAM 
nights at the elementary schools and the 
Arts Below Sunrise STEAM Fall Fes-

’17; Lower Delegate Chair, Maia Du-
bin ’18; Finance Chair, Maya Tipiere 
’17 and Agenda Chairs, Matthew Ger-
shon ’17 and Arham Ansari ’18.  

On December 16 and 17, 58 
members of Hewlett Model Congress 
participated in the Long Beach Model 
Congress. This was the first Congress 
where Hewlett won the title of “Best 
Delegation.”  Receiving this recogni-
tion marked a change in model con-
gress for Hewlett. 

“When we were called as the 
Best Delegation at Long Beach Model 
Congress I felt so proud of what we 
accomplished since last year, and how 
we rebuilt Hewlett Model Congress 
since we didn’t win one congress last 
year.” Khaymovich said. 

Additionally, Model Congress 
participants received an abundance 
of awards. The Best Speaker Awards 
went to Sophie Abitbol ’18, Casie 
Marra ’17, Marcelle Angeles ’17, Em-
ily Aller ’18 and Gershon. Honorable 
Mentions were awarded to Lindsey 
Rosen ’17 and Andrew Lapierre ’18. 

“It feels like you are winning 
an Oscar when you win an award in 
Congress because this physical award 
signifies that my opinions were taken 
into consideration,” Rosen said. 

Additionally, many students 
feel that winning awards is something 

more significant than just having the 
physical award, as some of the topics 
they debate are current Supreme Court 
issues.

“It was a surreal feeling [winning 
the award] because it was the Supreme 
Court committee where we were argu-
ing actual Supreme Court cases,” An-
geles said. “I was up against some of 
the best and most talented speakers in 
Model Congress so it was an honor to 
win best speaker, but especially in that 
committee.” 

On January 20 and 21, Hewlett 
Model Congress participated in the 
Tri-D Model Congress held at Want-
agh High School. Once again, Hewlett 
swept the competition and won “Best 
Delegation.” Forty-nine members par-
ticipated in this Congress and worked 
their hardest to achieve this accom-
plishment. 

At the Tri-D Congress, delegates 
from Hewlett’s congress brought 
home awards once again. The Best 
Speaker in Committee awards went to 
Director, Laskin, Ofek Preis ’19, An-
geles, Riskovich and Gershon. 

Model Congress has clearly had 
many successes this school year, and 
there are still more Congresses com-
ing up including Hewlett Model Con-
gress, where they hope to continue 
winning titles such as Best Delegation. 

past three years, and I know my team 
would agree.”

Team Roboboogie did not qualify 
for regionals at the Jan. 8 competition, 
but it qualified at the one on Jan. 28. 
Even though it did not accomplish its 
main goal at the first competition, the 
team still managed to win the presti-
gious Motivate Award. This is awarded 
to the team that demonstrates FIRST 
values through team spirit. The spirit 
was demonstrated by each team mem-
ber’s neon pink helmets and enthusi-
asm, which brightened up the gymna-
sium. 

“The first competition we ranked 
middle of the leagues, but after leav-
ing this competition, we were ranked 
significantly higher because of the 
advancements our programmers and 
builders made.” Alana Schrager ’19, a 
team member of Roboboogie, said. 

Aside from partipating the 
qualifiers, all three teams volunteered 
at Hewlett Elementary School for 
STEAM Night on Feb. 1 from 6:30 
p.m to 8:00 p.m. The robotics teams 
brought their posters and robots from 
the recent competions so that the el-
ementary school students can see and 
even control the robots. 

Hewlett Robotics’ perseverance 
to achieve greatness is evident. Hope-
fully, the three teams will continue their 
success during at regionals.

Photo Contributions by John Roblin
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Dear Teacher and supporting personnel:  

I am extending a special offer to new patients.  Your dental insurance will 
allow 100% coverage in our office.  Please present this letter to our office 
on the day of  your visit.  

I would like to tell you a little about my background and the services our 
practice offers.  I attended the Baltimore College of  Dental Surgery and 
received post-doctoral residency training at Booth Memorial Hospital.  I 
stay current with the latest advances the dental profession has to offer by 
attending hours of  continuing education classes.  I provide all aspects of  
dental treatment including cosmetic and implant restorations. 

I have been in private practice over 20 years and have treated many of  your 
colleagues.  My staff  and I strive for excellence in dentistry, practice up to 
date sterilization techniques and take pride in the care of  our patients.  We 
provide the following services:

 Bonding & Cosmetic dentistry                 Implants      
  
 Full Mouth reconstruction     Teeth Whitening

       Crown & Bridge procedures           Senior discounts 
 
                                  Morning & Evening appointments
Sincerely, 
Stuart Marks, DDS

       (516) 295 - 1414 
       (516) 374 - 2040 
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She ShootS, She ScoreS
by Andrew Schornstein

The road that led the Hewlett Boys’ 
Bowling team to the County Champion-
ship was filled with emotion, hard work 
and dedication.

In the season’s home opener, the 
Bulldogs crushed Baldwin 3-0, winning 
the sets 769-523, 729-589 and 860-676. 
Exemplary efforts were shown by Zane 
Lipson ’19 and J.P. West ’19.

The Bulldogs hit the road for their 
second match of the season in a matchup 
against Oceanside High School. The squad 
clearly used the momentum from their first 
match, gaining another 3-0 victory with 
sets scores 779-472, 827-539 and 783-476. 
Matt LeBlanc ’18 stood out with an amaz-
ing day, scoring 223 in the middle game 
of a 638 series. 

The win streak continued as the Bull-
dogs brought home another 3-0 victory, this 
time over Freeport. The boys won by large 
margins in each set, with scores of 627-541, 
707-660 and 835-541. Dylan Ristano ’19 
shot a 257 in the third game of a 667 series. 

In the final game of the win streak, 
the boys pulled off another 3-0 victory 
against Lynbrook. 

“It felt good to have all that hard work 
pay off,” Bryan Krinick ’17 said. “It was 
definitely well deserved. Four wins in a 
row was a great way to start the season off 
and was a great way to build momentum 
for the rest of the season.”

Senior captain Krinick serves as 
a role model for the young boys. He has 
bowled all four years of high school and is 
an integral part of each successful team. 

The boys are looking to complete 

their season by winning the County Cham-
pionship. Currently, they have a competi-
tive 6-2 record going into the competition. 
Their hard work and dedication is certainly 
paying off - they are recognized as one of 
the best teams on Long Island.

In addition to the boys’ squad, the 
Girls’ Varsity Bowling team has been 
working hard throughout the season. 
Although they have struggled in several 
matches, the girls are persisting through a 
rebuilding year, finding their niches on the 
team and practicing their skills with hopes 
of improving their game.

“We have all been working super 
hard,” Cristina Curra ’18 said. “It is tough 
when the score does not reflect how hard we 
have been working, but we have no regrets 
with how we have prepared, we are doing 
our absolute best.”

Although the scores in the matches 
have not ref lected the team’s enduring 
efforts, the girls are keeping positive at-
titudes and are looking forward to a better 
year next year.

“I think at the moment we are more 
focused on making sure we put 100 percent 
effort into every single second than actu-
ally winning the matches,” Curra said. 

One thing is for certain: the future is 
bright for the Girls’ Bowling Team. They 
refuse to be put down by the unfavorable 
scores, focusing instead on enjoying the 
rest of the season and preparing for next 
season.

 Be sure to keep your eyes open for 
both the Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity Bowling 
teams as they finish off their seasons with 
a strike!

by Logan Abolafia
No matter what team people were 

following this football season, there is 
a good chance that they still tuned into 
the NFL postseason. As the 51st Super 
Bowl approached, many eagerly awaited 
to see if Matt Ryan’s Falcons could stand 
a chance against the outstanding Patri-
ots, led by Tom Brady and coached by 
Bill Belichick. 

This year, the New York Giants 
looked like a new team after receiving 
a wild card placement in the 2016-17 
NFL playoffs. However, after facing 
a devastating defeat against the Green 
Bay Packers in the first round of the 
playoffs, 38-13, their playoff campaign 
came to an end. Many New York fans 
were eager to watch the Giants in the 
playoffs, especially because they had 
not made postseason since the 2011-12 
season. 

Among other teams that clinched 
a spot in this years playoffs were the 
Oakland Raiders. Playing without their 
quarterback Derek Carr, the Raiders 
lost to the Houston Texans 27-14. Wild 
Card Weekend was exciting: the Seattle 
Seahawks topped Detroit Lions 26-6 and 
the Pittsburgh Steelers beat the Miami 
Dolphins 30-12. The following weekend, 
The Falcons beat the Seahawks 36-20, 
the Patriots beat the Texans 34-16, the 
Packers beat the Cowboys 34-31 and 
the Steelers beat the Chiefs 18-16. Most 
recently, in the NFC and AFC cham-
pionships, the Falcons dominated the 
Packers 44-21 and the Patriots beat the 
Steelers 36-17. 

Consisting of two teams with stel-
lar defenses and offenses, Super Bowl 
LI was no easy match. The Patriots, led 

by Brady and his prime receivers, Julian 
Edelman and former Penn State La-
crosse midfielder, Chris Hogan, played 
the Falcons’ Matt Ryan, Julio Jones and 
Telvin Coleman.

 It seemed that in the battle for 
the title, defense was a major separator 
between the winner and loser. Both the 
Falcons and the Patriots have proved 
that they possess a dominating offense 
capable of crushing any team in their 
paths. Before the match, many pre-
dicted that the deciding factor of the 
game would be the teams’ ability 
to shut down their oppo-
nent’s strongest play-
e r s .  B r a d y, 
o n e  o f  t h e 
best quarter-
backs in NFL 
history, dom-
inates the Pa-
triot offense, 
while the Falcons’ 
Jones is considered one 
of the best receivers in the 
NFL. Both players were con-
sidered key forces for their 
opponents to shut down. After 
an outrageous comeback by Brady and 
the Patriots, the Pats took home the 
Lombardi Trophy following a 34-28 
victory. Although the Patriots hope of 
winning looked very slim going into 
halftime with a score of 21-3, the Pats 
were determined to step up their game 
to ensure a victory in the end. After 
the conclusion of halftime, the Falcons 
received the kickoff, followed by a six 
yard touchdown from Ryan to Coleman. 
Quickly answering back, the Patriots 
scored off of a f ive yard pass from 

Brady to James White. The Patriots then 
scored a field goal, followed by two un-
answered touchdowns, both with a two 
point conversion, sending the game into 
overtime. Lining up for the last coin toss 
of the 2016-17 NFL season, the Patriots 
chose heads and when they won, opted 
to receive the ball. Finally, the Patriots 
stormed their way to the two yard line, 
where White scored to make the New 
England Patriots the winner of Super 
Bowl LI. 

A major point to be recognized 
following the Patriots victorious 

campaign in the 2016-
17 season is the 

relationship 
b e t w e e n 
Bel ich ick 
and Brady, 
p o s s i b l y 
the g reat-

est quar ter-
back-coach duo of 

all time. During Super 
Bowl LI,  the two broke 

numerous records: most Super 
Bowl appearances by a single 
quarterback, 7, most Super 

Bowl appearances by a head coach, 
7, most wins by a quarterback in the 
Super Bowl, 5, most wins by a coach 
in the Super Bowl, 5, most Super Bowl 
MVP awards, 4, most pass attempts by 
a quarterback in a single game, 62, and 
to top it all off, most yards thrown by 
a quarterback in a Super Bowl game, 
466 yards. 

Another one of Brady’s arsenal 
of achievements is his ability to never 
back down, as shown through his perse-
verance after coming back from a 21-3 

deficit going into halftime, despite the 
Falcons receiving the second half kick 
off. Unphased by several drops by his 
receivers and a 82 yard pick-six by Rob-
ert Alford, Brady brought his team back 
in the game  with precise passes and 
perserverance. Once again proving that 
he is one of the greatest quarterbacks 
of all time, Brady was able to conquer 
the seemingly impossible and defeat his 
opponents in overtime. 

It not enough to simply observe the 
greatness of a quarterback, it is also nec-
essary to recognize the one who teaches 
them. In this case, Belichick has taught 
Brady almost everything he knows, and 
has pushed the renowned quarterback to 
be the best he can be. Belichick himself 
is known for taking average players 
and transforming them into dominating 
forces on the field. Hogan, a lacrosse 
midfielder from Penn State, a prime 
example of Belichick’s genius, has been 
transformed by the coach into a crucial 
force in the Patriot offense. 

In spite of the doubt the Patriots 
received going into the second half of 
the game, Bellichik, Brady and the rest 
of the Patriots proved thay they were not 
leaving without a fight.

With another Super Bowl title in 
the books, Brady and the Patriots are 
looking forward to the 2017-18 season in 
hopes of adding another national cham-
pionship to their ever-expanding portfo-
lio. One fact that will remain undisputed 
until the end of time is that Super Bowl 
LI was one for the books. Efforts by 
both teams, but especially the comeback 
by the Patriots, were outstanding and 
enough for fans to stay on the edges of 
their seats throughout the night.  

tom Brady and Super Bowl lIve In Infamy

rIght up our alley
by David Silverman

Another Hewlett Girls’ Varsity Bas-
ketball season will soon be coming to an end. 
Regardless of their tough competition and 
unfavorable outcomes, the girls have not given 
up and have continued to play their hearts out 
every single game. 

“This year’s team has faced many ad-
versities,” coach Rich Desanto said. “However, 
the team always pulls to-
gether when they need to.”

After losing some 
integral seniors from last 
season, the girls knew that 
they had to fill the gaps if 
they wanted to be success-
ful. Several seniors and 
underclassmen stepped up, 
determined to bring suc-
cess to the Hewlett Girls’ 
Basketball program.

Captains Jessica 
Keeler ’17, Jessica Silberger 
’17 and Samantha Panzarella 
’19 are key players for the 
team to look up to this year. 
The captains gave the team 
a spark of life every time it was needed on 
the court, helping it overcome struggles and 
obstacles in its path. Whether in practice or 
in games, these three players consistently 
contributed positive leadership qualities to lift 
the team’s spirits, despite difficulties. 

So far, the team has gone 0-13 in games; 
even so, the girls believe that this is not a reason 
to give up. They plan to give their all in their 
last couple of games, and are hopeful they will 
clinch a few wins.

“The girls have worked very hard to try 

and win a number of games,” Kylie Halpern ’17 
said. “The girls battled hard and fell short. The 
season is not over yet. There are a few games 
left and the girls will continue to work hard.”

One of the positives that the girls can 
take from this season is the chemistry they 
have built with each other. Whether in practice 
or during games, the girls are always working 
together and acting like a true team should. The 

team is not centered around 
one player - everyone con-
tributes and does their job. 
While watching the team 
on the court, it is easy to 
see the comradery that each 
player has with one another.

One of the best 
games that the team has 
had this season was on 
Dec. 16 against the impres-
sive New Hyde Park. Even 
though the girls lost 52-58, 
they battled hard the entire 

game and never gave up. 
Hewlett leaders included 
Panzarella with 13 points, 
Haseena Lamousery ’17 with 

nine points and Halpern with six points.
Sadly, the girls will not be making play-

offs this year. Though this is not the ending that 
the team set out for, they still have a couple of 
opportunities to create some more positives 
out of the season.

The team’s last game is on Feb. 11 
against Roosevelt High School. For the team’s 
seniors, this will be their last game as a part of 
Hewlett basketball. Make sure to come out and 
show your support for the girls as they send off 
their seniors!

Art by Aimee Ding

SPECTRUM/Jordana Goldenberg
 Jessica Keeler’17 blocks a 
shot during an intense basketball 

game.
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by Samantha Stern
You have seen them at football games, 

Homecoming and basketball games, ex-
citedly cheering on the Bulldogs. For the 
past two years, however, the Varsity Girls’ 
Cheerleading Team has taken on a new arena: 
competitions. Under the leadership of Coach 
Rosemarie Scalfani, the squad has been work-
ing hard to perfect their competition routine.

The team’s first competition of the 
season was on Jan. 8 at Wantagh High School. 
The girls went into the 
competition with an im-
portant motto: never give 
up. Although the team 
scored in sixth place, the 
girls felt that they per-
formed the best they ever 
have.

“We went into the 
competition knowing that 
we could do whatever we 
set our mind to,” Captain 
Lindsay Cohn ’17 said.

The Jan. 8 com-
petition was a great way 
for the girls to begin this 
year’s competition season, 
and Coach Scalfani was very proud of their 
performance.

“We had a rough morning at practice 
before leaving for the competition and then 
our bus never showed up,” Scalfani said. “I 
was nervous that all of the bumps in the road 
would get into their heads. However, they 
performed one of their best performances 
to date.”

The second competition of the season 
took place on Jan. 15 at Mt. Sinai High 
School. Regardless of their score, the girls 
enjoyed the experience and look forward to 
improving for next year. The competition was 
especially difficult, as they faced off against 
the national champions from last year.

Boys DriBBle into Playoffs with high hoPes

three Cheers for Cheer

by Mychael Schnell
It’s that time of the year again. Second 

semester has begun, the weather is slowly get-
ting warmer, and winter sports are in the second 
half of their seasons. However, in the minds of 
the Hewlett Boys’ Varsity basketball players, 
this time of the year means one thing: playoffs. 
After battling through a competitive regular 
season, the bulldogs finished with an overall 
13-2 season, going 6-4 in the Nassau County 
Conference A-II. This season, the boys made 
the playoffs for the twelfth consecutive year, 
hoping to finally bring home a county champi-
onship. Under the leadership of the experienced 
coach Bill Dubin and a talented combination 
of seniors, the bulldogs look like a force to be 
reckoned with in the postseason.

“We expect to be in the playoffs in 
basketball every year,” Dubin said. “This is the 
twelfth consecutive playoff appearance for us.”

Thus far in the season the boys have 
dominated the competition, winning nine of 
their thirteen victories by more than ten points. 
The combination of Zach Bromfeld ’17, Logan 
Steinberg ’17, Luca Preziosi ’18, Matt Man-
nino ’18 and Alyjah Hill ’18 has been a large 
contributing factor to the team’s success. The 
Vassar College commit Bromfeld, a center 
who averages 17.8 points per game and 9.5 
rebounds per game, is a key player in the paint, 
always grabbing rebounds and finishing off 
layups. Steinberg, a point guard who averages 
eight points per game, is an integral player at 
the top of the key, always setting up plays and 
passing the ball around. Preziosi, a guard who 
averages 12.2 points per game, has a knack for 
three pointers - he is a key contributor outside 
the arc, as well as at the top of the key. Mannino, 

a forward who averages 8 points per game and 
6.2 rebounds per game, is also a key player in the 
paint, always grabbing rebounds and finishing 
layups. Finally, Hill, a guard who averages 19.9 
points per game and 7.7 rebounds per game, is 
an all around player who is a threat at any spot 
on the court. Hill can drive to the basket and 
shoot from outside the arc all while playing 
stellar defense. Illustrating the diverse nature of 
his game, Hill has recorded 
four triple-doubles so far 
this season. With this strong, 
diverse group of players, the 
bulldogs fill every category 
necessary to achieve great 
feats on the court.

After going 8-1 in the 
first half of their season, the 
bulldogs were determined 
to play even better than they 
had in the new year. They 
kicked off the second half of 
their season on Jan. 3 at Di-
vision Avenue High School. 
At halftime the bulldogs and 
blue dragons were tied at 
32. However, in the second 
half Hewlett took over the game, outscoring 
Division 46-25, ultimately taking home a 78-57 
victory. Hill recorded a triple-double, recording 
24 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists. Preziosi 
contributed 17 points and 5 assists while Brom-
feld racked up 16 points and 14 rebounds.

On Jan. 14 the bulldogs traveled to New 
Hyde Park to take on the Gladiators. At halftime 
Hewlett had a five point deficit in the 36-31 
game. However, in both the third and fourth 
quarters the bulldogs outscored the gladiators, 

bringing home a close 70-62 victory. Hill led 
the squad with another triple-double with 28 
points, 17 rebounds and 10 assists. Bromfeld 
recorded 17 points and 16 rebounds, Preziosi 
scored 12 points and Mannino snuck in 11 points 
and 12 boards.

In their next two games against Roo-
sevelt and South Side the bulldogs suffered 
two heartbreaking losses, 76-60 and 49-36, 

respectively. Motivated 
to improve their game, 
the boys worked to cor-
rect their mistakes from 
these two games in hopes 
to not repeating the same 
errors, especially because 
the next game was an 
important one.

On Jan. 21 the 
squad traveled to Roslyn 
High School to take on 
the bulldogs. Earlier in 
the season Hewlett fell 
short to Roslyn in a close 
71-62 loss on home court. 
Seeking revenge, Hewlett 
was ready to do whatever 

it took to defeat Roslyn. At halftime Hewlett 
was ahead of Roslyn by 6 points in a 30-26 
game. In the second half the game went back 
and forth with Hewlett outscoring Roslyn in the 
third quarter, and Roslyn outscoring Hewlett in 
the fourth quarter. At the end of regulation time, 
the score was tied at 62. During overtime, Hill 
found the hoop multiple times, sinking six foul 
shots and one basket to bring home a 78-72 
victory. Hill led the team with an astonishing 40 
points and 11 rebounds. Preziosi contributed 12 

points, Bromfeld added 11 points and Mannino 
snuck in 5 points.

Following this decisive game against 
Roslyn, the bulldogs went on to defeat Division 
Avenue 71-48, but unfortunately fell short to 
Wantagh in a heartbreaking 54-52 loss.

The bulldogs have two more regular 
season games against New Hyde Park and Roo-
sevelt. Regardless of the outcome of these two 
games the team has a secure spot in the playoffs, 
where they hope to continue the success they 
achieved in the regular season.

Hanging on the wall in the Hewlett High 
School gymnasium is a treasured piece of bull-
dog memorabilia--the Hewlett Varsity Boys’ 
Basketball playoff banner. While the bulldogs 
have reached the sweet sixteen, elite eight and 
even final four multiple times, they have yet to 
have a playoff appearance in the finals. This sea-
son, the bulldogs are hopeful and optimistic that 
2017 will bring a county championship home 
to Hewlett High School. As per coach Dubin’s 
mantra, which is illustrated on the playoff banner 
for all to see, if the bulldogs want to be success-
ful in the postseason they must “play hard, play 
smart, and play together.” If the boys can play in 
this manner and continue to build on their strong 
team chemistry, they are destined for success.

“For us to be successful in any practice or 
game, we need to follow the Hewlett Basketball 
slogan,” Dubin said.

Good luck to the entire Hewlett Boys’ 
Varsity Basketball program as they embark on 
the 2016-2017 playoffs. No matter the result, the 
dog pound will be in the bleachers cheering you 
on, and your Hewlett community will always be 
proud of the hard work you display day in and 
day out. Go bulldogs!

“Knowing that we were going up 
against schools such as Sachem East and 
Rocky Point, it definitely made us know that 
this competition wouldn’t be an easy one,” 
Cohn said. “Even though we didn’t place as 
well as we wanted to, I was really proud of 
my team because I knew we did everything 
we could. I know that Hewlett Cheer has 
turned around so much in the last two years 
and I’m excited to see what this team is going 
to bring next year.”

Leading up to the 
competition day, the girls 
worked all week to increase 
their difficulty level and fix 
their mistakes from the pre-
vious competition. The team 
again performed very well 
and ended the competition 
season on an exciting note.

One thing the cheer 
team prides itself on is the 
unique chemistry the girls 
possess. Leading up to their 
first competition, the girls 
enjoyed a spirit week at 
practice to gain enthusi-
asm. With themes such as 

America and College Day, the girls dressed 
up to come together as a team to get excited 
for their upcoming competition.

“This year the girls decided to partici-
pate in spirit week at practice,” Scalfani said. 
“The team captains came up with themes for 
each day leading up to competition. It really 
helped build their enthusiasm for the upcom-
ing competition.”

With two exciting competitions down, 
the team has completed their season. The 
Winter Varsity Cheer Team, however, con-
tinues to cheer on the Bulldogs at the Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball games for the next few 
weeks. The girls look forward to improving 
for a great third year of competing next year. 

Courtesy of Scott Mcinnes
 Senior center Zach Brom-
feld shoots the ball during a game 
against Long Beach.

Courtesy of Rosemarie Scalfani
 The Hewlett Varsity 
Cheer team huddles together at a 

cheer competition.
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In the middle of December, some of 
the boys participated in a tournament called 
the Dad’s Club Tournament in Bethpage. The 
Bulldogs were very successful throughout the 
day, with multiple wrestlers placing. Jonathan 
Davis ’17 and Pincus took first place in the 
tournament. Following in second place was 
Michael Gordon ’19 and behind him were 
Manny Furman ’17 and Sam Warshall ’19. 
To add to the first and second place accolades, 
Pincus was named Most Outstanding Wrestler. 

“The beauty about wrestling is tomor-
row is a new day, a fresh start,” Coach Murphy 
said. “Each day is a new and different day, 
which brings new matches and competition. 
The boys are ready to keep their season going 
with big matches and important wins.”

This season, the team has been working 
towards attaining a championship title in both 
the team and individual categories. This goal 
has motivated them to give their all in each of 
their matches.

As the regular season is quickly com-
ing to an end, the boys are starting to wrap 
it up. The team has wrestled hard and has 

shown true dedication 
in every match and prac-
tice. If the boys continue 
to play and practice the 
way they have been all 
season - with intensity, 
determination and grit - 
there is no doubt that they 
will shine throughout the 
rest of the season. Do not 
miss out on the rest of the 
Hewlett Boys’ Wrestling 
team; the boys will not 
disappoint!

Can’t Pin them Down

Boys’ winter traCk

by Kylie Halpern
The winter sports season is quickly 

coming to an end and the Hewlett Boys’ Var-
sity Wrestling team battled hard throughout 
their campaign. On the sweaty mats each and 
every day, the team works hard to improve 
individually and as a group. The boys are led 
by Head Coach Steve Jones and Assistant 
Coach Ryan Murphy. The coaches’ dedication 
and emotional attachment to the team serves 
as motivation for the boys to work hard and 
improve every day.

Coming into the season the boys knew 
that they had to fill the position of key graduat-
ing senior Michael Curiel. However, with an 
experienced group of seniors coupled with 
talented underclassmen, the boys went straight 
into the season with a positive attitude, deter-
mined to acclimate to the new season. Senior 
Captain Lucas Pincus plays a major role on 
the team. The seniors leading the Hewlett 
Wrestling team for the 2016 season act as role 
models for the younger team members, who 
look up to these boys and hope to one day 
wrestle as well as them.

by Mychael Schnell 
The Hewlett Boys’ Winter Track and 

Field team is back in action, and in the 
“running” for the County Championships. 
Throughout their 2016-2017 campaign, the 
boys have been working hard, determined 
to improve as individuals and as a team. 
Let by a skilled coaching staff and an 
experienced group of talented seniors, the 
boys are poised for success.

“We had a great season, and it’s the 
start of many more,” Alec Krueger ’17 
said. “We trained up a very strong group of 
freshmen that performed well against well 
established senior and junior athletes from 
around the county. I am excited for their 
performance in the upcoming county meet, 
but most importantly excited for future 
successes of the track team.”

The team is fortunate enough to have 
a strong group of seniors to lead the un-
derclassmen to success. Krueger became 
a conference champion pole vaulter this 
season, and has high hopes of winning 
the County Championship in this event. 
In the Conference Championship meet 
Adam Jaffe ’17 threw a personal record 
in the shot put, securing a sixth place in 
the conference, and Mardochee Hyppolite 
’17 topped his personal record on Jan. 20 
in the 600 meter dash. In addition, George 
Atsidaftis ’17, Andrew Weisner ’17 and 
Ben Jacobs ’17 all achieved new personal 
records in their respective events.

In addition to the seniors, the team 
is comprised of many integral under-
classmen. Junior Zach Gladstein had 
an exciting moment when he broke his 
first five minute mile. Gladstein hopes 
to improve on his personal record in the 
county championship meet. Sophomores 
Emmanuel Clarke and Joey Costantino 

both made large impacts on the season, 
and are expected to hit the ground running 
in the Spring.

“We have many talented under-
classmen as well who scored well in the 
conference meet against many prominent 
upperclassmen from around Long Island, 
which shows how dedicated and talented 
they are,” Atsidaftis said.

The freshmen on the team have been 
making their marks in the record book. 
In the conference meet on Jan. 20 fresh-
man Aiden Bloomenstein had a highlight 
moment when he cleared eight feet on the 
pole vault during the conference meet on 
Jan. 20. In the same meet freshman Ryan 
Bruce beat his personal record in the triple 
jump, recording 39 feet. Daniel Giron ’20 
and David Durdaller ’20 both finished their 
seasons with amazing personal records in 
the two mile race, which is notorious for 
being one of the toughest races in the meet.

“All in all, the winter team per-
formed much better than predicted on 
paper, due to dedication and a lot of hard 
work leading up to the conference meet,” 
Atsidaftis said.

Following the winter track season, 
the boys are excited to embark on the 
spring track season, one that they have 
been preparing for all year round. The 
boys hope to carry the momentum from 
the winter season to the spring where they 
will continue achieving amazing feats.

“We are all excited for the Spring 
season where we can continue to grow and 
improve,” Atsidaftis said.

Good luck to the Boys’ Winter Track 
team in the county championships, espe-
cially Krueger, Bloomenstein, Gladstein 
and Bruce, who are working hard to “run 
away” with the victories.

by Lindsay Cohn
Cheerleading is a lot more than stand-

ing on the sidelines and cheering on sport 
teams as they compete against other teams. 
Cheerleading was named an official sport in 
New York in 2014, yet the battle for recogni-
tion is far from over. 

There are many components that are 
necessary to create a perfect competitive 
routine. In 2 minutes and 30 seconds, there 
needs to be an array of difficult stunts, clean 
tumbles and steady pyramids in order for a 
team to come out on top. What 
may seem like a short time 
for some means the world to 
these athletes, as it can make or 
break a competition. For All Star 
Cheerleading, teams are separated 
into levels that coincide with the 
difficulty of stunts and tumbles, 
then are further separated by the 
size of the team. 

Any All Star cheerleader 
would say that their goal is to 
compete at the Worlds Com-
petition in Disney World and place competi-
tively. Many individuals fail to realize how 
much work goes into creating and preparing 
these routines. Most competitive All Star 
teams practice at least two days a week for 
at least two and a half hours. During this 
time, the athletes practice their stunts and 
tumbles, then combine all of their skills to 
create a routine.

At the High School level, cheerleaders 
meet everyday after school like other athletic 
teams and they too have to make a com-
petitive routine based on difficult stunts and 
tumbles. Unlike All Star Cheerleading, High 
School Cheerleading is scored on the diffi-
culty of the skills the cheerleaders perform, 
since the only distinctions are middle school, 

junior varsity and varsity. In addition, High 
School cheerleaders have to prepare cheers 
and stunts for the sidelines at athletic games. 
With the recent recognition of cheerleading 
as a sport in high schools in New York, 
there was a state competition for the first 
time last year. In addition, there is a national 
competition in Disney World that high school 
cheerleaders strive to compete in. Even with 
all of these competitions that cheerleaders at-

tend, there are still countless people who 
believe cheerleading should not 

be considered a sport. 
I n t e r e s t i ng ly,  t he 

amount of injuries that are a 
result of cheerleading is not 

known. Cheerleading is the num-
ber one female sport that causes 

catastrophic injuries, and number two 
(behind football) when compared to 

all sports. Additionally, 65.2 percent 
of all catastrophic injuries in youth 

sports are a result of cheerleading. 
Concussions are the most com-
mon injury for cheerleaders, as 

they account for 31 percent.
Additionally, this past December, 

cheerleading was approved provisionally for 
the Olympics. This means that for the next 
three years, the International Cheerleading 
Union will be given $25,000 annually and 
will have the opportunity to apply for ad-
ditional grants. At the end of the three years, 
the International Olympic Committee will 
take a vote on whether or not cheerleading 
should be recognized as an olympic sport. 

This is a large step for the sport of 
cheerleading and, if approved, will hope-
fully give Cheerleading more recognition 
from the public. Cheerleaders put in a lot of 
work to be successful, and they deserve to 
be recognized as athletes.

taking a stanD for Cheer

fenCers foil foes
by Hassena Lamousnery

As we venture into second semes-
ter and winter sports come to an end, we 
must acknowledge our Boys’ and Girls’ 
Fencing Teams. The girls team, led by 
Coach Diedre Chambers and captains 
Diana Feltman ’17, Jada Letts ’18 and 
Gianna Josiah ’18, has a 2-11 record 
while the boys team, also led by Coach 
Chambers and captains Emanuel Cho  
’18 and Adam Roth ’19, has a 1-11 re-
cord. However, the teams’ records do not 
ref lect the true effort and grit they have 
illustrated through-
out this season.

“I learned that 
success as a fencer is 
heavily determined 
by the effort one in-
puts into their im-
provement, despite 
any shor tcomings 
in physical capabili-
t ies or technique.” 
Feltman said. “Hard 
work alone is enough 
to get you far, over 
time.”

Throughout the season both teams 
achieved great feats. For example, the 
girls defeated Cold Spring Harbor High 
School twice and the boys achieved a 
victory against Great Neck North High 
School.

“Those on the team continue to in-
crease their individual wins and I’m very 
proud of that,” Coach Chambers said.

Although the team has not ac-
quired many wins this season, indi-

vidual fencers have f lourished. On Jan. 
1 the boys’ team fell just short of a vic-
tory against Oyster Bay, 9-18. A high-
light moment of this match was when 
Cho, captain of boy’s sabre and head 
captain of the boy’s fencing team, won 
3 bouts. On Jan. 15 the girls’ team suf-
fered a loss against Valley Stream High 
School, 9-18. However, Fatima Khan, a 
sophomore fencer for the Girl’s Fencing 
Team, made Hewlett proud when she 
won 3 bouts.

“We’re not the best team, nor the 
worst, there’s always 
room for improve-
ment and everyone 
on the team is full 
of potential that can 
be brightened, and 
as a captain ,  that 
makes me proud,” 
Roth said.

With the sea-
son coming to an 
end, we must recog-
nize the seniors who 
have led the under-
classmen through an 

exciting journey. For the girls, captain 
Diana Feltman ’17 led the team, always 
reinforcing strong team chemistry on 
and off the mat. For the boys, epee cap-
tain Nathan Portnoy ’17 was a role model 
for the team, keeping the boys motivated 
and determined even when they did not 
perform as they had hoped in matches. 
Be sure to catch both the boys and girls 
at their last few matches where they will 
put up a fight to bring home victories.

SPECTRUM/Jordana Goldenberg
 Hewlett Girls’ Fencing dominates at an in-
tense competition.

Art by Andrea Valero
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by Logan Abolafia
With the Boys’ Varsity Swim 

season underway, the members of the 
team are working vigorously to achieve 
a winning season. Led by Head Coach 
Gregg Solnick and Assistant Coach 
Scott Zanville, the boys are being 
pushed to do their best and excel even 
further than they did last year. Look-
ing to improve on their season from 
last year, the boys need to work hard 
during practices and develop strong 
team chemistry. With a strong and ex-
perienced coaching staff behind them, 
the boys are poised for success in the 
2017 season. 

“The season went fine, espe-
cially being led by o u r  t w o  
[ s e n i o r ] 
captains 
D e l a n o 
To w n s e n d 
a n d  A r i k 
S i o n o v , ” 
L o u i s  H a l p e r n 
’18 said. “They helped 
us keep our heads up even 
though we didn’t  win as 
many meets as we would have liked to.”

Led by a strong group of seniors 
and juniors, the Bulldogs are favorable 
for a successful 2017 season. Seniors 
Saar Yona, Sionov, Townsend and 
Daniel Mizrahi are stepping up this 
year, hoping to lead their team to a 
championship title. In addition to the 
seniors, juniors Halperin, Daniell Hillel 
and Alexander Sorkin are playing key 
roles on the team, both in and out of the 
pool. Sophomores Rishi Wadgaonkar, 
Daniel Maor and Ben Sionov have been 
stepping up and showing their skill in 
the pool, all in an effort to help the 
squad excel.

Girls’ Track laps The compeTiTion

swim makes a splash

by Jonny Miller
In the beginning of the season, the 

Hewlett Girls’ Varsity Winter Track Team 
had a mission: to win the conference 
championship. Everyday, in their warm 
winter clothing, they practiced outside 
on the track, perfecting their times in 
preparation for every meet. After a sea-
son full of hard work, determination and 
teamwork, the girls achieved their goal, 
bringing the 2016-2017 Conference B 
title home.

At the championship meet the 
girls earned 130 points, with the second 
place team trailing behind with a mere 
84 points. The event took place in Hun-
tington, New York, at St. Anthony’s High 
School. All grades contributed to the win, 
from the green freshmen to the seasoned 
seniors. Many members of the team set 
personal records in a great overall team 
effort and victory. The victory brought 
great pride to Head Coach Stephen Hon-
erkamp,

The girls performed well in the re-
lays, including the 4x400 meter, as well 
as the 4x800 meter relay. Shirley Leshem 
‘19, Dayna Townsend ‘18, Lili Ospina 
‘20 and Eleni Astidaftis ‘18 placed 
second in the 4x400 final, falling just 
short to Wantagh High School. Ospina 
ran anchor in the 4x400, a race so close 
that it came down to the final seconds. 
Ospina broke the freshman record in the 
600 yard event with a blistering time of 
1:44.9. In the 4x800 meter relay, Margo 
Verschleiser ’19, Astidaftis, Townsend 
’18 and Lori Matza ’17 ran to a third 

place win. Townsend, a leader for many 
on the team, was a major contributor to 
the strong Hewlett victory. 

Freshman Kayley Ragazzini placed 
fourth in the conference with her efforts 
in the shot put. Tracey Ivera ‘19 and Leah 
Cummings ‘19 also earned top fifteen 
finishes in the conference finals for the 
shot put.

Senior Collette Davies earned 
a  s e c o n d 
place finish 
in the triple 
jump. Da-
vies placed 
in the top 
t h r e e  i n 
all  of her 
events, in-
cluding a 
third place 
finish for 
t h e  l o n g 
jump and a 
second place finish in the pole vault. 
Aliyah Wilson ’17 finished in third place 
in the triple jump and Ospina trailed 
behind finishing in fourth place for the 
same event. Wilson also finished second 
in the high jump, missing out on first place 
by a mere two inches. Wilson put on an 
incredible all-around performance at the 
event, also earning a sixth place finish in 
the long jump finals.

Junior Patsy Iannico also broke 
school records in the 600 meter and 600 
yard runs. Iannico is the conference cham-
pion in the 600 meter competition, which 

is a highly competitive event. Her time 
of 1:44.10 with a last minute push was 
enough to squeak out a 0.2 second win 
over a very strong runner from Wantagh. 
Townsend also had an unbelievable fin-
ish in the 600 meter run, finishing in fifth 
place, only seven seconds behind Iannico.

Iannico is also the conference cham-
pion in the 300 meter dash, which was 
also a highly competitive event. Hewlett 

f r e s h m e n 
S o p h i a 
Finkelstein 
and Emma 
Jacobs also 
had top 25 
finishes in 
the event, 
with times 
jus t  over 
one  min-
u t e .  T h e 
300 meter 

dash was one 
of the most competitive events at the 
competition.

Sophomore Sophie Riegel is the 
conference champion in the 1500 meter 
race walk. With a time of 8:12.56, Riegel 
outwalked her opponent by a whole 30 
seconds. Freshmen Nuelle Gaona and 
Annibel Tavarez also had top five finishes 
in this event, with times of 10:12.61 
and 12:47.86, respectively. Race walk-
ing, although unheard of by many and 
seemingly unconventional, is actually an 
Olympic event and highly competitive 
at college, as well as the professional 

level. Race walking is a tedious sport, 
with many specific rules, which requires 
race walkers to have very high attention 
to technique.

Freshmen Hannah Jacob and Emma 
Blumenstein both placed in the top 10 of 
the 55 meter hurdle event. Blumenstein 
finished in fifth place in the conference, 
with an exceptional time of 10.28 while 
Jacob finished in seventh place with a 
time of 11.33.

Blumenstein is one of many fresh-
men on the team with very high ceilings, 
who were key contributors on this year’s 
team. Blumenstein also placed third in the 
conference for pole vault, and fifth in the 
conference in the long jump finals.

Another senior leader was Jordana 
Yochai, who had a clutch performance in 
the pole vault, with a fourth place finish.

As 15 year reigning conference 
champions, the Hewlett Girl’s Winter 
Track team has been a consistent pow-
erhouse in Conference B. With plenty of 
returning talent in years to come, there 
should be more championships in the 
near future. Plenty of senior talent will 
certainly be lost, as well as experience and 
leadership, with seniors Davies, Yochai 
and Matza graduating this year, but the 
team’s strong underclassmen fleet with 
fill the gaps and continue on the road to 
success. Good luck to the team as they 
now advance to the Nassau County Cham-
pionships. If they play with the same grit, 
togetherness and determination as they 
did for the conference championships, 
they are destined for success.

Despite the team’s 0-7 record, 
there is still a possibility of being able 
to turn around and finish the season on 
a high note. Regardless of their record, 
the boys give it their all every practice 
and every meet, leaving everything they 
have in the pool.

“We kept our heads up the whole 
season being led by state swimmer 
Townsend, winning our only meet in the 
final race,” Halpern said. “When Delano 
came back and won us the relay he had 
to cover 8 seconds.”

The boys believe there are 
several things they need to 
accomplish in order to fin-
ish the season strong: near 
to perfect attendance at 

practice in order 
for everyone 
to get better, 

more off-season 
workouts to build 

s tamina  and 
s p e e d 
and for 
t h e i r 

coaches to con- tinually 
push them in order to accomplish their 
goals and improve on previous times. 
Additionally, team leaders believe they 
can help motivate and push the younger 
boys to strive for a better finish each and 
every race. Ultimately the boys are do-
ing everything they can to be successful 
this season, pushing themselves to their 
limits to win meets.

With over a month left in the sea-
son, be sure to come out and support 
your Bulldogs as they swim across the 
county. The boys have been working 
hard all season and year round, and 
they need strong support to help them 
achieve their goals.

by Cristina Ciampone
Hewlett Girls varsity gymnastics 

team finished their 2016-2017 winter 
season with a record of one win and 
seven losses. Schools that the girls 
faced included Garden City, Roslyn, 
Carle Place, Bethpage, Valley Stream, 
North Shore, Great Neck and Lawrence. 
Despite their losses, the team of 11 con-
tinued to push and 
work hard through-
out the season. The 
girls competed in 
events such as un-
even bars, vault, 
floor and beam. 

R e t u r n i n g 
gymnas ts  to  the 
team this season 
i n c l u d e d  J a m i e 
Kruger ’19, Sar-
ah Rodoli tz ’19, 
Nicole Aller ’18, 
Avani Lall ‘18, Ta-
lia Moloney ’18, 
Valerie Scherzing-
er  ’18 ,  MaryLiz 
O ’ To o l e  ’ 1 8  a n d 
Giovanna  Gent i le 
’18. Freshmen that are new contribu-
tors to the team are Briana Greenberg, 
Delasia Graham and Liat Rosenthal. 
All 11 athletes trained to improve and 
learn their skills in each event. Each 
and every member of the team kept a 
positive attitude throughout the season 
even after they were faced with a loss.

Hewlett’s competition on Friday 
Jan. 6 was a loss for the bulldogs but 
Avani Lall ’18, took first place for the 
vault event with a score of 7.9, leaving 
Hewlett with 126.25 points and Garden 
City with 129.8. This competition was 
held at Garden City High School. 

FlippinG To VicTory
“We kept working for wins even 

with our losses in the past.” Kruger said 
when asked about the season, “We all 
kept positive attitudes in practices and 
tried to grow as a team. We all practice 
pretty hard.”

The girls worked hard for their 
improvements and are still continu-
ing to work hard to gain more wins 

with the few com-
petitions they have 
left. In upcoming 
competitions, the 
H e w l e t t  Va r s i t y 
Girls Gymnastics 
t e a m  w i l l  f a c e 
Lawrence, Valley 
Stream and North 
Shore Schools. 

“We are still 
go ing  to  t ry  fo r 
some more  wins 
with the three com-
petitions we have 
le f t ,”  Greenberg 
said. “We worked 
and are still work-

ing hard in practice 
and training to earn 

them. We try to keep positivity in 
mind.”

The girls are keeping their posi-
tive attitude for future competitions 
against Lawrence, Valley stream school 
district and North Shore School district. 

“These last three competitions 
will definitely bring us more wins for 
the team to improve our record this 
season,”Delasia Graham ’20 said. “We 
deserve them.”

Come out and support the girls 
in their final competitions, where they 
will definitely make the Hewlett com-
munity proud.

Courtesy of Colette Davies
 The Girls’ Track team poses for a picture at one of their meets.

Art by Andrea Valero SPECTRUM/Jordana Goldenberg
 The gymnastics team practices their hand-
stands.
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SPECTRUM/ Jordana Goldenberg
 Hasseena Lamousnery’17 dribbles toward the hoop during an intense basektball game.
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